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A Challenge to Diſpute with them prblickly before King & Connſelt: * 
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That the Calling of them all is Jure Diabolo: Eyer from 1hs 
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My Sheepe heare my voyce. 
For they know not the voyce of ftrangers. 
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The Publisher to the Reader. 


COVRTEOVS READER : 


T pleaftth the Lord 'in this latter age of the warld to gine vs 
ſundry helpes, whereby the mar of [inne, (with all rhat bloodie 
Cnew)is more and more diſcovered: and Gods eleft lead( as it were) by 
the hand ont of Babylon, US 

ff any therefore(ſhutting their eyes again? the light\remamne not- 
withſtanding vnder the yoake of Antichriſt : they muſt make acconnt 


£0 feele for 18, the ſorer and heavier wrath of God, 


Touching this Treatiſe what 3t is, 1 ſhall leaye it to thy triall and 
genſure, and as thoy findeſt profitt by the reading thereof, ſo bleſſe God 
for it, and be yeady t0 communicate the good which thou neceiveſt, vnto 
obe profits of others, Farewes and pray for mts 


Who is thy truely loving friend 
and Countrie-mang 


Alyvayes give prayſe co God,and let him have 
the glory of all. 

» Ind and Loving Chiiſtian Freind ; ] kindly ſalute 
YB you in our Lord and Saviour /eſws Chr ift, Beiecching 
J him, thar bis enlightning ſpirit, the Spirit of Truth, 
=& may both now and ever be with you, and remaine 
/ with you, and all thoſe that defire to lerve and wore. 
Dd V2 hip Cod, in allvis commaudements, accerding ro- 
P, T Jhis revealed will, & not according to mens precepts 
* * anddevices,which is odious and at ominable to himz 
Math.15.9. Col. 2.Gal.4.9. 10. E/9.66.3- 

Bur now to give an anſwer to that which you deſire, ] > and thar 
in the words of truth, that the thing, as it isto me expreſled, is yery 
falſe, and therefore 1 have wrong done me by them that doe report 
it ; and I would defire youto know of my reſpected Freind the party 
that rold you who they are that did report it, 

It ſeemes they ſay,that have ſaid,thar I would as ſoone heare the 
devill, as Door Stoughron,or M:Walker, which thing is very falſe, for 
I never ſaid ir, nor medled with any particular perſons ; Bur yer thus 
much] have ſaid, and ftill doe affirme and maintaine , and will at all 


umes be ready to make ir good,and ſcale it with my blood : That the _ 
Prelares all afrkem are Limbs of the Beaſt, ſpoken of Rev. 13 2. and 


alſo, rhar all choſe Officers and Miniſters, that are made by them, are 


all of them Antickriſtian; the beſt as well as the worſt; And we have 
as good warrant ro heare or give eare tothe worſt , as well as the 
bets; For I proved in my ſpecch,that the beſt of the Miniſters calling 
is as bad as the vvorſt of them; for they are all ſent by thc Prelates, 
Chriſtsprofeſled and knowne enemies, and they doe preach by vertue. 
of their inſtiruting of them, into the Office of Preiſthood , unto whoſe 


power they ſubmit and take an Oath of Canonicall odedience; And 


A232 this 


this doe the beſt among them, (as well as the worſt ) rhat take upon 
them a Parochiall chardge , for they are nor ſent irom Chriſt, ro 
preach the Goſpell, or by vertne of his power , which be hath left in 
the bodies of his particular (not Nationall) Churches,to chooſe or ore 
daine Officers to preach the Word ; Burby verrue of Aritichritts pow= 
er and authority , from whom they have as really their calling and 
power given them to preaCh, as thoſe Officers rhat were ordained aud 
inſtirared in the New Leſtament to preach Chriſts Golpell, had their 
power from him; and this ere lony you ſhall tce tully proved , though 
| be never hereatter ableto ler pen to paper, | 
Some thing corcerning this I ſaid in my ſpeech, as in it you may 
reade , butir was bur alittle forthe maine thing and lirengttot my 
Argument, was behinde,which I could not make knowne, by reaſon 
of the Gagg ; Bur ]looke and expect to come there againe , or to & 
worſe place ; and by the ſtrength and might of my God ; I will, come 
life,come death; ſpeake my minde freely and couragionſly ; for I am 
ftadying ro firt my ſelfe for it,and I doubr nor bur by the might of the 
Lo:d et Hoſts, who is my ſtrength and retuge, to reade them fuch & 
Lecture, that ſhall make the Beaft roare, and blaſpiieme the God of 
Heaven tor madnefle,though 1 be hewen in peeces when 1 have done; 
| Forl teare neither the Devlil,nor his Agents the Prelates, in this cauſe 
ef my God, and the Lord hath ſhelcred me ander the tha idow oi his 
wings,P/al 91. under whoſe protection ] am ſecure and fate from all 
danger and harme,for —_ it ſeaze upon me, yet ſhall it not over- 
come me , therefore will 1 no: feare whar man can doe unto me, for 
__ God is my falvation,l will truſt, and not be affravde , for the Loid le- 
.  Dovabis become my ſalvation, Eſey.12.2. Exed.15' 2. 

[ have in part, in a brief: way, fince | was i © , declared my 
minde and judgement to ſome ireinds , becau'e 1 did feare falſe re- 
#5500 1 am alwayes ready according to the command ofthe Hoe 

y Ghoſt, to give an anſwer ro-every man that ſhall atke me a realon 

of the hope that is in me,wirh meckenelle & feare, 1 Pet 3 IF. * 
And ]now defire to impart a linle of my minde unto you , but for 
my exne part I will periwade no man to beleeve me , nor no man 
wha: ever,vur only ro beleeve Jeſw Chriſt , ſpeaking in the Scriprure, 
Ir beinz the inrire and ablolure rule of Faith,and that wnerring touche 
ſtone,vhat is avle to try gold from droiſe, neither would I have any to- 
rake ypon themthe protetſion of that way , the truth of which | am. 
fally convinced off; and am able to any man breathing for my judge- 
ment ro give a real01, and grounded anſwer ; Bur for others my ade 
vice is to themm,as One wil "ing well ro the ſoules of all my Fellow Bree 
rthren and Siſters, Fellow heires of the ſame Kingdome with me.thart 
th:y would notrake upthings lightly and lightly , bu labour to gerr 
inward principles in their owne ſoules, | T6 
| ng 
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And to getta ground and bettome.for their owne ſpirits , for theſe” 
rhinzs raey profeiſe andhold , char fo they may nor build upon rhe 
ſaad,bat upon the uxmoveab!e Rock,the Lord leſus Chrift, that ſhall 
never be {haken,that ſo they nay, rnough all tne power of darkneliſe 
ſer th2mſclves againt chem,yer that they inay cleave cloſe to 04, & 
our Saviour Ciritt,and the purity of his Goipell , tor we mult looke 
for fanning and fifring, and ivr rhe fiery tryall ;; thecefore let us fig 
 downe and reckon, what ir will coſt us,and it we be not willing to lole 
all for his ſake, yea and to hace all even Facher ani Mother, riches & 
lite,&c. if they (tand in our way to keep us from aim, we are not wor= 
thy ORINS-$9.37/ 00 16.24. Mark 8 34. Luke 9.23.24. and 
. 26. 27. 
_—_ fos my owae part,the Lo-d himſelfe hath fo firmly by his owne 
enlightening Spirit ſo fully convinced me, and ſerſed my foute fo une 
moveably in his ruth , that | aſſfuredly know , that all the power in 
Earth, yea and rhe gates of Hell ir ſelis ſhall never be able to more_ 
, meor prevaile againtt me , for the Lord whois the worker of all my 
workes in me and 'or me, hath founded and Tuil: me upon thatſure & 
aumoveable toundati on the Lord leſus Chrift, and t know if ren thous 
{and deaths for my conſcience and the caute of my God, ( for which 
with courage and rejoycing I now beare witneſlero , and am cloſe 
priiogerts bonds,lving day and night in Ferters of Jron, both hands & 
*gges ) ſhould be inflicted upon me, 1 thould ling, rejoyce & triumph 
fnthemall; For my God makes.me glory in my trivulation, and my 
ſoule is filled ſo full of thac ſweerneſle and joy, thar it findes in my God 
alone that my tongue and penne is never ale to the ful} -o expreſſe & 
utrer it, (to his praiſe 1 delire ta ſpeake it,) and I doe beleeye,that ic 
15 not poſſible tor any man in any condition whatſoever (whoſe neck in 
the beſt doth. ſtoope co the yoake of Antichriſt ).to have his teart and _ 
ſpiritelevared and lifred up above ir telfe in rbat high degree, with 
pirtrugll joy and comfort, divine and heavenly (frength and ſuppor= 
tation that miae is. , forthe Holy Ghott ſaith,they have no reſt night 
mor day who wor .hipthe Beaft and-his Image, and whoſoever recei- 
veth the marke of his name ; And | doe veleeveirto be true, as 1] amr 
able ro ſpeake by my owne experience; For they. may bave ſoine ſpi= 
xir of reſt aud peace, and.judden Flaſhes ofjoy. and comfort, but when 
a itorme or Lempelt dor!1 ariſe , rhey are ſo-potleſied , with baſe and. 
cowardly feare and diftration of ſpiric, that they are like men withour. 
hearts , andare ready to runne into every hole, ro-hide their: heads 
from the face of manga poore worme, being ready to ſay (when a tem- 
 ariſerh) wicth-them ia che 6. Rev. x6;17. Let the Mountaine and 
ock. fall on us, and hide us from the iace of him thar fitteth on the 
T.iroae , and fromthe wrath of the Lamb, for the grear day of his 
Wrath i8.come,and who {hall be able ro ſtand; When as en the contram 


AZ ry, 


ry, the Righteous is as bold as a Lyon , though the wicked fly when 
none periueth, Prov.28.1. & 18.10. The name of the Lord isa fixong 
Tower,the Righreous runneth umto it and are ſafe, 

And Pal. 91, he that dwelleth in the ſecret place of the moſt high, 
{hall abide gnder the ſhaddow of the Almighty , and he ſhall be ſafe 
from the feare of all danger,as the Holy Ghoſt there dorh declare; So 
that we ſee the feare and terrour that poſſefieth the hearry and ſpirits 

of all thoſe whoſe necks are either in part or in whole under the ſpirie 
tuall yoake and bondage of the Beaſt ;And alfo the reft and peace,and 
holy ſecurity that they are in that ſubmitr alone-ro the Lord leſs 
Chrsf,for their ſpiricuall Lord and-King ; And are willing ro follow 
him, wherſoever he goes,nor loving their {onles ro rhe death, Rev. 12. 
but keepe cloſe and bold faſt rhe name and faith of Chriſt, even wheres 
Satan bath his Throne, Rev.2.13. for te hath ſaid and promiſed unto 
his people that keepe cloſe 10 him, becauſe thou haſt kept rhe word of. 
my patience ; I will alſo keepe thee from the houre oft Temprarton, 
which ſhall come upon all rhe World, to try them that dwell upon the 
Earth, Rev.3. 10. And this have I found by experience, ſince the Lord 
in great mercy and rich Joying kindneſfe , by his ftrength and power 
inabled me to withdraw my toule totally and finally from rhe greareſt 
; mos yoake and bondage, thatever any moredi man groancd un» 
er,namely the ſpirituall yoake and bondage of the Beaft, or Roman 
| State, unto which, whoſoever is hated of the Lord , and doth nor bee 
long unto him, doe ſubmitt & yeeld, Rev.9.4.and 12.7.9. & 13,8. But 
the Lord from all eternity hath loved me with his everlaſting love , 
hath delivered my ſoule from ir, and ſerme ar liberty, and in a large 
plece,and bath given me reft and eaſe, and hath pur a ſong of prayer 
and thankſgiving into my mouth , unto the Loid of glory and the 
Lamb that firts wpon his Throne, w ho is bleſſed for ever and ever, and 
my God hath filled my ſoule 6 full of Heavenly marter , that*had 1 
bur a current yent,l could ex tempore Write an hundred SheeteSvf pa- 
er to you, filled full of Heavenly expreffions of rhe Lords goodneffe, 
aithfulneſſe, loving kindnefſe and Truth, for my ſoule is ravished with 
that fulnefle, ſweetneſſe, aimeablenefſe, and beautifulneſſe, that'l finde 
in my God ; Oh that my ſonle were altogether with him, thar Þ 
' mightbe ſatisfyed with his fulneſſe, and might ſolace my ſoule face to 
face, which 1 moſt confidently know I fhall in his due rime ; Bur, Oh 
I ſay apgaine and againe , that] were with him, for he hath crucifyed 
the World, and all things here below unte me, and hath enabled me 
ro account and efteeme all things befides himſelfe, as dung and durr, 
not being worthy cf caſting any affectionate eye upon them, Philip 3. 
$ 9. and he hath pirched my ſogle upon himſelfe , as a naked and a 
fingle objec, in whom alone the quinreſſence of delighr, beaurie, and 
ſatiifaction is tobe had, enjoyed, and poſſelled , and for my fhackied 
Cone 
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am as merry , yea more chearefull , then ever .] was in an 
Mao in __ life . and can fleepe as ſoundly in my Boots an 
Irons,as Peter did'betweene the two Souldiers, when he was in priſon, 
who when the Angel! ofthe Lord came ro him, to deliver himgHe was 
faine to {mite him, betore he awaked , A@: 12.6.7. And I doe ling 
Pſalmes, and Jam as merry as Paul and Syla were,when they were un 
the Stocks, and in priſon , who fog Daortang Prayles at midrught, 
fo that the Priſoners heard them, A&s 16.24.25, for the Lord hath to 
ſtrengthened me with divine power and {tengrh \, for the Lord of 
Hoſts is my confidence ; And inthe Lord lebovbh there is everlaiting 
ſtrength; And there js no torments , that the greateſt Tyrans in the 
W ora can inflict npon me , that can make me miſerable,ſad,or dif- 
contented , for I know all my rorments make bur way for a greater 
degree of glory , which I am confident one day [ ſhall be poſſellour 
of and ] long with Paxl ro be diſſolved and to be with Chriſt, not out 
of any trouble or burdenſomeneſſe , that I finde or ſee in my preſent. 
afflicted diſtreſſed condition, (according to the fleſh ) bur to me itis 
ſ{weere and joyfull in the Lord , and 1 know when the Lord bath fully 
tried me,and done his good pleaſure with me,and by me, I ſhall come 
our of the Furnace purified and clenſed from my drofſe hilth and 
corruption, /eb 23. for the Lord already in part hath refined me, bur 
not with Silver , for he hathchoſen me in the furnace of affliction, 


98.19. fPreface or Apology for my ſclte ; And 
15 by way of Frefaee or Apology for my ſeclfe ; And now | come to 
we jou o y = M27 5 50G now ] 
-_ for my owne judgement,it beeing matter concerning the glory 
ane prayſe of my God, although I know it will be yery unpleating un» 
to the Pallers of rnany,yea of my neare and deare freinds, from whom 
I have received e:xprefiions of love and kindneſſe , whoſe loving afﬀfec= 
Lon, it may be, may be rurned to a diſtaft to my perſon, and my ſuffe- 
ring,which if it bee, J ſhall patiently beare ir , for thefincerity of my 
art isknowae unto God , who is the ſearcher of the heart, and the 
yer of the reines , Rev.2.23.1cr.11.20. and 17.10. And 1 will call 
tim to recore , and to beate witneſfle , thatthe glory of his grear 
and holy name, is the fingle objett of all my actions, undertakings,and 
ory ings; And if 1 ſhall incurre hatred therefore from m freinds, 
ſhall comfort my ſelfe with that which my ſaviour hath (aid, which is 
that he camv2 nor ro ſend peace.on Earth, but a ſword , for 1 am {ſaith 
he) ro ſera man at yariance againſt his Father, and the daughter a- 
aint her Mother, and the daughter in Law againſt her Mother in 
aw, Math .19.34.35. Luke 12 49.51.53» and with that which Paw! 
comforted himſcife with,if he could approve his heart ro God,he did 
act care what man ſaid of himytor faith ory ] leexe,topleatc men, 
tor 
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- yer pleale men , I thould nor be the ſeryantof Chriſt, Caf: 
x. 0, nt bY 6 | 6 Re” 
Bur now for my judgement , for my owne part , if I ſhould never 
heare a Sermon while | live , yer I ſhould neyer dare toheare one 
from any man, good or bad, that is made a Miniſter by the Prelates, 


_ or anyot their Creatures, or by vertue of any of their muddy Anti- 


c:iltian Lawes , nerher dare L have any ſpirituall communion with” 
them;ſoloag as they Rand intheir calling , in regard I am perſwaged 
that he that hea-erth them (inneth, having no warrant out of the booke 
of God to doe it, and by undenyable conſequence 1 will prove ir,thar 
whoſoever heares ti.em fo log asthey Officiat by verrue of their cal= 
ling and power,wFich they have rccened from rt:e Biſtops,to preach, 
do: tFheare the Devill;for the Holy Ch: | ſaith, Rev-13 4. the Libyects 


_ of the Kingdome of the Beaſt worſ-ipped the Dragon, (thar is ro ſay 


the Devill, which gave power unto the Beaſt, and ihey worthipped the 
or » laying , who 15 1ike tothe Beaſt, who is able to warre with the 
ealt. 


Noy , let us not thinke that they did fall downe to the Devil hims 
ſelf2,and doe homage to him,face to tace, 'or ve neve:t reade of ary. 
tar did this, but the Holy Ghoſt doth here declare, that 31l r! ofe tt ar 
ftoope or yeeld in the leaſtro the Lawes of the Beaſt doth wor'l:ijp & 
lerve the Devill, rom whom he hath received his power, 

Bur all che Miniters &oe Rtoope urito "is | awet,whict none ofthem 
are able ro deny,tbere Oe they are as :eally his ſervants and {nbects, 
all \he time they doe fo a+ they can be- Fa» 

And we have no ground our of ite Scripture to judge better of 
them; 

Asrhey are not the ſubjects and ſervants of © hriſt;,rhat intyrely doe 
not ſtoope unto his Lawes and Sceprte!,; For is he , or can bebe 
laid ro be a jubyect ro che King of E::glind, rar ftoopes, ſubmitrs, & 
yeelds ro the Lawes and Sceprek of aiy ocher King , his greateſt and 
profeſled{t enemy upon the Eart', | DOT” 

No, without doubt; But rhev doe ſtoope ro the Lawes of Aantichriſts 
Kingdome,whois the greatett and proteſiedft enemy thar ever leſus 


Chriſt had in the World,as I will be ready ro prove tothe faces of the 


beft of them in any pu"lick d:i/pura 16n, : | 
Therefore they are recall. and truely his ſeryants ; for his ſervant. 
ou are ro whom you obey. 


_ Now,leſus Chriſt ſaith to bis DIGPIes \ he that heares you, beareth, 


me,and he rhat hcareth- me hearerth him thar ſent me. wo 

Soon the contrary, he that heares the Minifters,heares rhe Prelates 
thar made and ſent them; And he rhatheares rhe Prelares,heares the 
Pcpe,that anthoriſed & gave them their authority ;And he that heares 
the Pope,heares the Deyill:thar gave him his power; So that] Wy. wa 
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| bur that we are not to heare 
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-Ean not partake with then indearing 1, @r in any adminiſtrations of 
Gods ſacred things , bur we muſt of necediry partake. of their callin 
and inftitution;by vertue of which they cfficiar and adminiſter; And. 
__ } _ from Pauls words in the firſt of the For, bee 18. Are wot 
they w 


ich eate of the Sacrifice partakgrs of the Ale@; Even io 1 fay,are y 


' nor they which partake of their adminiſtration, partakers of their in» 


ſtiturian? Yea withour doubt or queſtion. Negs er their inſtitution, 
it is nor. from God({as | will maintaine againſt Mm all.) rnerefore we 
are nottoheare them , nor inthe leaſt ro panake withrhem or their 
adminiſtratian. | . | | | . | | 

An& for your beter fatij faction ſerioufly reade and weigh the Io, 

of lobn:And ro me it ſeemes fo cleare and plaine,that] doe not doubt 
any Mingſters but thole that are made by 

yertue of the Lawes and; power.cf@hriſt , which be bath left ro his 
Church, in his laſt will and: Teftament |, which Lawes are unalterable 
and unchangeable ro the :end of the World, As 1.3. 3 T5:1.6.13- 
2 Tim.23.14-15.27-Hcb-3.2.2. 6. Math .a$. 19.20. ot 

Bur they 4re.not-made by-yercve of the Lawes and power of Chriſt, 
bur bythe Lawes and Authority of Antichrift,avd therefore we are nor ' 
ro heare them, for ſaith Chriſt,my Sheepe heare my voice, & I know 
them, and they follow me, apdaſtranger _ will not follow,bur will 
fly trom him, for they know-not the yoice of firangers; Here you ſee 
Chriſt layes it downe, as a ligne. anda marke to know his Sheepe by, 
that they will nor heare, nor;give eare to falſe Shepbeards. 

Bur ſo are all the Miniſters , for they come-not in-by the dore, bur 
by a falſe power and Authority ; namely, by the power of the man of 
finne , Chrifts implacable enemy. | 

Therefore it is not Lawfull for any of Gods people, to heare them; 
For when the Prelatesby verrue of his power , bids.them, and Autho-. 
rixe them ro-preach,they doe preach; And wheathey command them: 
to hold their peace, they-ate lent, andlet their flock runne at ran- 
dome F when as a good and true Sbepheard layeih downehis life for 
his Sheep: : rf 
Object. Bur many object and ſay , itis rrue ,that their calling as jr 

comes from rhe Prelates, is unlaw full , bur they have an inward cale 
ling, for they are fitted for the worke of the Miniftexie, 

Anſw. To which anſwer and fay,l reade of no wward calling, that. 
any of thoſe Officershad, that Chrift-or his ApoRiles did inſtirue inthe ® 
New. Leftamenr, for the Apoſtles had-their calling irom Chrift, 'and. - 
the other Officers had:theix calling, from ene Clurches, where they 

themſelves were members, and over .y hich, by the Lawes and power 
of Chrift,they were made Officers. [Lone 

But if rhe Miniſters of Antichriſt have an inwaſfl calling, I defire to 
ſee it proved by the Scriprure ; And as for ther quahbcations and fire.” 

| = lk J . ene 


neiſe for the Mi niftrie; 'J deny 7 and (ay, that theyare not qualified 
according to the command of Chriſt, by Paul ro Timotby & Titus; 
And I doe affirme and will maiaraine it ,' that no man ought to be 
Elected'for che worke of the Miailtrie, unlefle he have all thoſe quali- 
* fications that is by che Holy Ghnoft ter downe in the x Tim. 3, and the 
firſt of Ts:25. 
' Now,there is nongpf them , yea the beſt among them, thar hath 
the qualification for 2Bithop,a Paltor, or an Elder, waich is all,, One 
muſt not be a Novice,leaft being lifred up with pride., he fall into the 
condemnation of the Devill, Alſo he moſt hold faſt the faithfull word 
*ASit harh beentaughr, rhart he may'be able by ſound Doctrine, both 
toexhorr and convince the gaineſayers; Bur none of them have either 
of theſe, for rhey are ſo tarre irogupeing able ro convince gaineſayers 
by ſound Doctrine, thar they are but novices in many things , and et- 
ther wilfully or ignoraatly are blinde-of the naked wayes of God, bee 
ing darkned with rhe ſmoeake whichcame our of the borromleſle pirr, 
Rev .$.2, and | will juſtify ir'ro rhe faces of the beſt of rhem, that they 
are enemiesro the Kingly Office of Jeſus Cbrift, and the right govern= 
ment of his Church, both in praCtile and in judgement; and therefore 
are notfit (rakethem ar the beſt ) ro be Paſtors over Chriſts Sheepeg 
Neither can any of them ſay as Paw! did, As 20. That he was cleare 
of the blood of all men, in thar he ceaſed nor to declare -unto-them,the 
whole Counſell of God, which every fairhfull Paſtor ought rodoe; but 
none of them have dene it , nor are able, for asI ſaid before,they 
ere ignorant. of it,and are enemiesro it, as they doe witneffe in their 
Palpis, where'they preach againſt the naked and pure wayes of God, 
and the Profeſſours of it, but nene of rhem dare to enter the lift of a 
Pablick ſer diſpute. | 

Obje8. I bur ſay others they preack the Word of God,and that cans. 
not be corrupted by their calling, bur remaine the Word of God ſtill, 
therefore we may Lawtully heare it from them. CFD 

Anſw, 1 mary penes- preach the outſide of the Word,ir is erfle, but 
the marrow and pith of 1t, they meddle bur lirtle withfor tbe beft of 
them are yer ignorant ef the marrow,of many choice Truths of God, 
for their underſtandings are ſo overſpred with the Foggie Mitts of 
the darke and black Kingdome of Antichriſt,thart they want ſpiriruall 
eyes to ſee it ; And behold ir antill rhe Lord in merey it ſo he pleaſe 
to open their eyes; And whar though tiey doe preach the Word, they 
Y haye no authority from God foro doe, if rhey have, let them ftand- up 
and ſhow ir, and prove it ; Mot with haman learning, bur by the au- 
thority of the Seripture. 

Ir is rrae,the Devill himſelfe preached Chrift, and madea plorious 
confeflion of him, ſaying : I knew that thou art Tefin the ' Chiyift,the Sen 


| God, Mark 1.24. 
. "Ow EA This 


\ This if ir had come from one of Chrifſts owne feryants, it had been 
moſt acceprable , and well pleafingio him , bur in regard it comes 
from the Devill,be will nor owne it. , but commands him to hold his 
PC CC. | | | | " 
'X | tc is very true,the Word ef Cod is good and ſweete , and acomforr 
| to the ſoules of his ſervants,if it be preached by any that bath autho« 
/ rity from Chriſt,we are bound to heare irt;Bur the bett of the Miniſters 
have noauthority or warrant trom. Chrift to preach the Word, nor we 
© heare it from them, /ohn.10.2-3.5. Hoſap 9-4- P/al. 0.16. 
Bur to the wicked ſaith God, What-baſft chow to doe to declare my Sta- 
#uter,or that theu { bouldeft take my Covenant in thy mouth. 7] 
Now,looke wpon all of them ro be ſuch as God here {peakes off,in 
regard of their inftitution and ftanding,being vitible members of An» 
tichriſts Kingdome ; I doe not, nor will not meddle with their per= 
ſons,nor 10 mans elſe #but only with their finfull and wicked {tation 
and ftanding ; - Which as I am a ſubject ro Chrifts Kingdome, and a 
Vt priſoner in - 


Mr nds and ferters of lron,'or his cauſe;] am bound 1n'con» 
1cience fos to doe it, ludg.s 23. Curſe yeMerex ( ſaith the Angellof 
the Lord) yee curſe yo buteriy the inbabitants era econ? they came. 
wor forth,to the beips of the Lord againſt the mighty Yea the Spirit of 
God ſaith; That they are bleiled and bappy that rakes Babels Bratrs, 
and daſh them apainſt the ſtones, Pſal.137.8.9- 
Bur they are all Sonnes and Children ot Spiritual! Babell or Baby= 
lon, Rev. 11.8. and x48 and 18.2, A 
Now , by vertue ot their being members of his Kingdome , we 
have no ground or warrant out of the Word of God, to heare them, 
for it is impoflible-tobe a ſeryanrand a ſubject both to Chrift and An- 
eichriſt;Bur they are ſibje&ts ro Antichriſts Kingdome;Therefore Cane 
.n0r be ;aid truely ro be tubjecs and ſervants to Chriſt, : 
| Foris note properly a ſubject ro the King of Spaine , that ſubmits 
£o his Lawes,and beares Office under him, by vertue of his authorine; 
And can ſuch men , while they doe ſo; be faid and truely robe eſte 
med re be ſubjects to the King of England , unto whoſe Lawes they 
doe not ſubmir ; Withour doubt they cannot, Bven ſo can the Mi- 
nifters or Preifts (for ſo is their inſtitution) who ſubmit unto the Lawes 
of Antichrift, and beare Office under him, and execute their Office 
by vertue of his power and Aauthorttie , and thereiore are his 
Servants and Sutjects , and cannot truely be ſaid to be the 
| rar and SubjeRs of Chriſt , unto whoſe Lawes they doe not 
ubmir. | 
Therefore we are not to heare them , or to have any thing to doe 


_ withthem, Rev.uÞ.4. 2 Cor.6.17- 
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Againe, Mownt Sion, that is to fay, the Chu 


rch of God isthe plaee 
which God hath choſen,and nath pronnſed his preſence and bleiting, 
Þjal.132 13.-14.15-and 88:17,-2 Cor.6.16., Now , L would know. 
where any of his people hath any warrant_ro ſecke bis preſence and: 
blefling any where bur where he hath promiſed it 3/ Bur he never pro- 
miſed it in the vilible Aſſemblies of Antiebriſts Kingdome ; Thereiore 
we have no ground or warrant to ſeeke it there, or come there at all; 
Much more concerning this ] have and am ablero ſay,burt 1 am aboge 
meaſure ſtraignined, tolfiyant of 4 firring opportunmie; And thereidte. 
for your further ſatiifation , repaire ro the perufaltof a liule thing; 
"called a declaration , where the people of $a are 40 \egke his pre= 
\[ence and blefling,only in Mount Sien, the Cirty and Church of God, 
P[al,q45 4.and 48.1.2.8, Eſay 60.14. and 62:211.12: and not in the 
Aifembiies of aaricarit, being Cages of uncieane Birdy, Rev. 16 2.. 
Eſqy.13-21-22. > 

Againe, Lee no ground or warrant, that any of Gods people have... 
to have any fpiritual communion with them, in regard God hath com- 
manded his people,at all rimes, very ſtrictly, that they fhall hive no 
communion with Idolarers , not their Idols 2s the whole Booke of 
Gaol doth declare; and I defire yoa to read the: ſeventh of Dent - and. 
there you ſhall ſee Gods ſtrict command ro that end. Bur rye Mini» - 
ters all of chem are Idolwrers, yea [dots themſelves ; Therefore we 
mult haveno communion wich them, Now,thar they are Jdolarets,is: 
a5 cleare as the Sungrhar (tunes at rroone=day; And thar they are Idols, 
] am avle to prove it to their faces; For an Idoll is/t:orbing elſe accor= 
ding to the Scripture bur a Creature or Creatures fet a parc, or ini=- 
iruted ro worl ip God witttor by, which he himfetfe never ordained 
for that end and purpoſe ; Bur ſuch are all rhe rrctares Miniſters, for 
rhey were never of hs ordainieg or inflituting,bur of ins greateſt ence. 
mies,the Pillars of AncichriftsRintdome , by vertue of whoſe power. 
they officiate;Therefore rhey zre tdols , whom all Gods people, rhar 
are fairhfull Souldiers and leige Subjects,ought to be a meanes, and a - 
helpe,to roote up and pull downe. | 

Now , this detinirion'of an [doll is not only according to the'Seripe - 
ture, bur 1sgiven by rhe foundeft Nonconforn:ifts themſelves, as you 
may read in their Bookes, where they have {trongly proved the Sur= 
plice,and the Croſle in Baprifine, and kneeling in'the At © 'receivi 
the Communion ; And the rett ofthe Prelares inftirmced ſacred Cere- 
monies, as they call rhem , faying in their Reaſons before the Come. 
m0n-prayer, for ihe reraining »f fome Ceremonies, and the abolith= 
ang of of ers , thar rhey are apt ro ftirr up rhe dull minde of man,rto 
_ theremembrance of |9.1e du:y-ro God, by ſome ſpectall-ſignification, 

whegeby he migh: be c 1; yed. 


Now. 


_—_— . 
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Now,ifyoureadethe Seors Diſpute, which was printed at Leyden,la 
Holland,thelatt Summer,you ſhail there find Rtreog reaſons, to prove 
the Ceremonies Idols ; aud his maine Argument is , becaule they are 
zort of ods inftcutign, bur of finfull wans ordaining. 

Alſo that Ne le and worthy Doctor (wi.om 1 ſo nweh honour and: 
reſpect) Dictor Reftwickg.in tus Booke, called The Vanity and ar 9x. 
of tbe old Lestaxy, doth prove it to be an Idoll, yea and calls it a dame 
able ſoule-mur.hering Jdol} ; And rt:as npon the ſame ground , be- 
eauſt iris notof Gods. mn. of mans inftiummon, withont any ground or: 
war aac from (350d;and there'ore is an Idol, and is co be detcited as 
an ahominadle Ida, Naw owbar they jay of the Ceremonics.and of 
the Service ,. '/be lame Liay o:the Prelates, and all the Miuſters that 

are inade by !hem- and ave their calling froax the Biſhaps, they are 
_ .. Crea:ures [et a-pati toworihip God with or by ». byt were never of 

Þis inſtiruring,oc by vertue 9+ his power , bur. by maps inftitationy and 

Þy vertyue of the power of the greateht enemy that ever Jeſus Chri# 

d,or his Kingdome: ever bad on Earth/, namely Antjehnſt , or the 

DONgs of Lge Beaſt , Rev.$.3+7-10-13» and 33-6:7.46-37: and 

[32 0-2:45-17-, | Hb 23 Bs | | : 

_ And therefore:they are Idols , whom ſo.long. as they ftand in their 

pl? ces and callings under the {piri.uall Antichriltian authority , which 

they all fabmit to-and ſubject rhewſclves to, I'ſhall nor dare to bave 
an TI omen FL tbe : eqs inp! an} Erjrares "oF 
wharfellowthip bach.righteop/nefle with unrigh-coulneſſe 3 Or what 
communionharh light with darkneſſezAvd wh Congerd bath Chriſt 
part hach-he that beleevertb with an Ipfidell ? 


with Belzal/?:; Or waar 
Or-what agreement: hath rhe Temple of God with Idols 2 Surely, 

none ar all, Wiereiore come you out from among them, and be you 
ſeperare, ſaith rhe, Lord , and reach-no uncleane thing, and 1 will re»- 

ceive and will be a Father unto yow'; and you ſhall be my Sonnes 

. and Daughters,\aith the Lord Almigh'y,2.Cor,6:14.r0 the end. E/aye 
_; Belidesthis,though] am, and doe reſpet them as men;; bring the 
Creatures of: God, and doerevcrence them as they are privy Couns- 
I TIS PE PEra ets State; though ic be not ſurable in. 
the leaſt rorheir falſe pretended ſpirituall calling. - Bur as they are- 
Biſhops and Officer$1o-the Kingdome.o! the Beat, a koegand ſub 
mifſiogand:reverefice. ſhall.by the (ſtrength of my God, be as litle 19 
thenms,as Mordeegy was to proud Haman., who was King. Mbafthneros, 
Chei! arne, being above all the Priucesthar werewithum, Heſft 
$41. : YEEFMordecady world nor fo mnuch as. bow to.him, or doe bim any | 
reverence, verſe.the 35 though it doeiprocuce,mie as muctwrarh from - 
the, as itdid-Mordecay from Hamen.ot whom tte Holy Golt ſaith. heb 
was full of PEO Oereg ould noitreyercaceiim, Verf.5469 
33 DNgle” 
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Neither will T evergive baile to them, or part with any money,either 
to them or any oftheir Creatures, for any thing whatſoever , unleile 
it be meerely for Temperall and Earthly things, in regard ] doe be» 
leeve itis the duty of all Gods people , who debre to glorify tim in 
their lives and conyerſations, and to ſhine as ſo many burning Lamps 


. inthe midſt ofa peruerle and crooked generation , as they oughrand * 


{hoald doe; Neither ro bow finger, knee,or batt umo any of them,, 
or ro doethem any reverence , as they are Bithops and Cheife Pillars 
in the Kingdome of Antichrift , {or by vertue ol their calling aud Of= 
fice,they are the rn and implacable eremies of God , andare fo 
many permcious and damnable Idols ( ty v hich God is exceedingly 
diſhonoured ) fer up by rhe Devill in the Kingdome of the Beaſt, 
Rev9 3.end 13.2.4. and 16 13-14. And]canprove ir, that it was 
as Lawiull for the 3'Children , ro worſhip or bow ro Nebuchadwezars 
J1doll.as for Gods people ro bow and doe homage ro them, 
And for my owne parr,if they require of me any ſuch , 


ry anſwer 


Thall be ro them, asrhe F. Children was ro the King. Dan 3.16.37.18. 


Rc it knowne to you Biſhops and Doctcrs,T teare you nor;'or the God 
whom [I ſerve and feare, js able to deliver me ou: o! your hands ; and 
from your Tyrannifing crueit:e; Bur if he doe nor, be it knowne unre 
you,Oh ye Prelates,thar I will not ſerve you , nor worſhip you, nor 
yeeld nor ſubmit in any ſpirituall rbings unto you; And it] were ar li- 
berty , I would profeſſe rhoſe Truths of God turcly without teare, 
which he himſelte hath made knowne unto me ; And it ] were at an 


time taken by any of their Officers , I would nor goeto priſon wi 


chem, unleſle they carried me by farce ; Yer if it were the meaneft 
Officer in the Kingdome rhar rooke me, that were made an Officer 
by verrue. of the Kings Authority and power , 1 would ſubmit uptb 
kim, and goe with him, wherher he would have me , for 1 know the 


Kings Authority is from God ; And if 1 thould difobey it,] ſhould dif 


obey God, and finne againſt God, and breake his Command, Rom. 13 


 Andtherefcre 1 will obey him, his Lawes ; and all thoſe rhat beare ius 


Authority, in all ow (1 they command or enjoyne me; without any the 
leaſt reſiſtance at all, heartily from my hearr, either aCtively or paſ= 
fively ; for if they command me-any thing that is nor contrary to.the 
Word of God,l will obey them aftively ;Bur if they command me mw 
thing thar 1sdiſhonourable to God or his Truth, Þ dare nor in the lea 

obey them actively,but ſay with the Apoſtle, whether it befitr ro obey 
God Or Men, judge ye, for we ought to obey God ratherthen Men, 
AQ: 5.29. Yer1 will ſubmir my body ro them,and ſuffer | wk 
without any grudging any thing they thall inflict upon me, or 1 doe 
hold it unlawfall for any of Gods people, in their greateſt Oppreſſion 
by the Majeftrate,to rebell or ro rake up any Temporal armes againſt 


them , Wherber the Oppreſkonbe in Spiriruall or Tewporall _ 


- gun o 
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bur only to pray and make uſe of Gods two edged Sword, Heb.4.12. 
Rev.19.15.. and waite upon with paticnce. tor redrefle and delive= 
rance,and :o ſeeke unto tum for trengih, :hatthey may VEndgly and 
coaragtouſly-iuffer any Terromrs or Tormenrs that they will inflict up= 
on _ » for ſtanding cloſe ro God , and his naked Truth and 
caule. * | * OT ET A arrES 4% 1. mvT; 
Bur tgthe Kingdome of the Beaſt, theſe members of which the 
Prelates are, will L never ſtoope by the might of the Lord of Hoſts, 
nor have any {pirituall communion with them, for the Lord hath ex= 
pref commanded me and all his people to have norking to doe with 
Is , nor wich Jdolaters, x Cor, IO. 14. Ilohng.2t, Exod.23-32» 
Dext7.1.2.3.4 5. and 12.3. Now, tiey are the greateſt 1dolaters. 
Car euer werein rhe world , and the molt perniuous Idols, that are 
uponthe Earth. Rev:9.2 2. & cap:17.f0rthey haue a golden Cup-purt 
nn their hands,it is ;ull of abomination & filthines,& with it rhey dazle 
the eyes of the world,8& make it ro c6mirt cloſe &. hidde fornication, & 
 Jdolarrie, which is the greateſt and moſt dangerous [dolattie that 15, 
for they coucr their, wickedneſfſe. and deceiveablenefle over with. 
the Name of rhe Lamb, bur for all that doe the deeds of the Dragon. 
Rev. 13.11. lohn $.44, Burif they profeſſed [dolatry openly to the. 
eyesot the World , the people would deteſt them , bur they doe it 
Cloſely and covertly,and therefore are nor ſo eaſily diſcerned, bur de= 
celive very many ,. Math. 24..5. And therefore rhe Bealts King= 
dome.is called, as it is indeed, che Mifterie of iniquitie,2 Thefſ 2+7- 
Now , |] will maintaine ir, that the Kingdome of the Beaſt is rhe 
greateſt Idol that-ever was in the World, and the greareſt plague that 
ever God ſent inra-the World , as the Revelation of Saint lobn doth 
declare,and as appeares by the expreſſions of the Spirit of God,in the 
'8.Chaprer , where we may read , that when the 4.Firſt Angels had 
Counded their Trumpers, mighty and horrible plagues then followed 
Them,worſe and more great were to come afrer , as appearez by the 
vehement Eapenions and calling our of the Holy Ghoſt, with a loud 
veice,Verſe the.laſt ; Saying, Woe, Woo, Woe to the inbabitants of the 
E47tb (reitceraring 3 times rogether ) byreaſon of the other voices of 
#be Trumpet of the three Angels which are yet to ſound. For wt 
Efih Angell inthe firſt Verſe of the next Chapter ſounded. , then fol- 
lowed a Ny & horrible plague to all the inhabitants of the world; 
The like whereof was neyer.heard off before , and thar is the imoake 
thar came our of the bo:tomleſfe pitt, which was that horrible darkee 
nefle, and ſpiriruall blindnefſe and NE ignorance that ſeazed upon 
the World, dureiag the rime of the Beaſts Kingdome , which was fo 
great , That the vifible face of a Church of 'Chrik could not be 
onnd upon the Earth, for the heavens departed ay a ſcroll together, 
Rev.6.14. | A 
, | ng. 


And out of this fmoike br darkneffſe came the Locufts the beaſts 


\ 


_ Canaan,to give it tothem, notwithſtanding tie greatnefſe and 


- 


officers or Clergy, whith are a multitude in number,there being in the 
Kingdome of Cchrift at this day above an hundred ſeverall Of- 
cers:Whereag in the dome of Chrift there is bur F. Namely, Pa- 
ſtor, Teacher Elder, Deaton,atd Widdow, Rem.12 7.3. Bybeſ.4.11, 
Phil.L.x. x Tim. 3-1.2. and 5. Titus 1.9.7  _ eDpg co 
Againe, the Spirit of God pronounceth afiorher woe to thEinhabi. 


tants of the Earth and of the Sea, for the Devillis rurned downe unts 


you,baying great wrath , becauſe heknowerhrhat he hath bur aſhorx 
time, the ike exprefſion we read not of in tte whole Booke of God, 
nor thar rhere were __ ſueb . plagues fince the beginning of the - 
World ; As thofe were which came alongwirh'the Kingdome of rhe 
Roman Beaſt, as the Srories of all ages , ſince his en ary able ro 
Vitnefſe atid prove , 'for men worſtuppedrhe Devill, and committed 
ſuch hortible wickednefſe , tor which God ſenr taeh mighty plagues 
upon them,as rhe like before wasnever heard off before 1n the world, 
as the whole Books of tbeR:velation doih witneffe ; Therefore of all 
Idols rhar ever were in'tie World, Gods prople have moſt cauſe of all 
ro dereſt, abhorre, and abominate the 1dolaters and the Idols inthe 
Kingdom of he Beaft,& whotoever the Lord leves he will deliver fr6 
chem, Rev.20.4. *Bur thoſe that are tis enemies , anthared of him, 
fhall continue 1 ſubjeQionto ir. Rev 9.4.:nd T3 .v .and The» 9.10,TIlg 
and 19.20.Pre.2.18.19.and 5.5. an 7.27.andy.n8. 
Now, the time of the raigne and-durance of the Kingdome of the 
Beaſt,in the 1x. Rev.2.1s ſaid robe 42 wonerbs;and inthe 12,Rev. x4. 
it is called a time times and halfe a'time , which is three yearesand a 
halfe; And in the firſt Verſe of rhis'Chaprer , ir is rearmed robe 1368 
dayes,which isjuſt $2'monerhs, reckonirg go dayesro AY 
2 


| oneth, 
and it makes al'o thiee yeores and a balte, accountipg 1 nethe ra 


every yeare ;, and this is the rime of the Raigne of the Beaſt, or the 
durance of Aanchrifts Kingdome.; Which if we reckon each day for a 
yeare, as the Lord himſelie in Scriprare doth ,, as we may read when 
the Spies that wear from the Tent: © 1'racll, ar the Lords command, 
ro ſearch the Land of Canaan, which they were'a doing qo daves;And 
A their returne ans our'an'evill report of it , which made rhe 
people ro finne and revel againſt God , and nor rogive credit to his 
word,Oath and promife , v hich was robrimg tfem mto the Land of 
en= 

cy ofthe Heathen, for the Lord himſele had promiſed 'rocaft chem 
out, bur becauſe they belceved him not, ur rebelled againſt him, fea- 
ring the ſtrength and power of tte Heathen , the Lord would make 
chem to wander in the barren and defart Wildernefic 40 yeares. For 
faith he,afrer the number of rhe dayes, inwhich ye fearched the Land 
cyen 49 dayes, each day for ayeare , ſhall you beare your 1niquiries, 


CYca 


| —_ © 
- A % 


| | 17 
eyen 40 yeard, and you fhall know my breach of promiſe, Nyums. 14. 
34. Exek:4.5.6. where God faith thus to the Propher : ] have laid 
upon thee the yeares of iniquity , according to the number of rhe 
dayes,three hundred and ninety dayes,fo {halt thou beare tþe 1n1quity 
ol the Houſe of Iſrael ; and wben thou haſt accomplithed them , lye 
againe on thy right fide, and thou ſhalt beare the iniquity of the houſe 

_ of Iudah4o dayes,l haye appointed each day for a yeare.So thatif we y _ 
expound the 1260,by thele 2 places of ſcripture,reckning asGcd him 
ſelt doth each dayfor a yeare;which1 verily beleeve is the right mea» 
ning of the Holy Ghoſt ; We thall finde thar the Beaſts Kingdome 
ſhall endure from the beginning ro the end 1260. yeares; For I ſee no # 
ground that theſe places {ſhould be expounded literally for three 
yeares and a halfe , and no more , forit is impoſſible that Antichriſt 
{ſhould doe all theſe ſtrange things, in fo ſhort a time, thar is ſaid, he 
He ſhall doe & fulfill , therefore without doubr it muſt be expounded 
each day fora yeare , for the man of finne wasa working mn the A- 

oftles time, but rhe Emperour who lerred him , kept him our of his 

care till he was raken away,2 Theſ.2.7. Now, during the time of 
Antichriſt, the Holy Cittie, or the rrve Church of God,is to be troden 
under fqgote, Rev.11.2, and to be in a ſad and aiflicted condition, and 
to be perſecuted by the beaſt, and the members of his ſtate & King = 
dome all that time, Rev.13.7.15.and roger expe mans, now and then 
ſhe ſhould have ſome breathing and refreſhing rimes; And when An= 
cichriſts Kingdome growes to an end, ( which bleſſed be God doth hae. 
ſen apace,) the Foggie Milts of darkenefle , blindnefle and igno- 
rance, which is the ſmoake that the Holy Ghoſt ſaith , came ons of the 
bottomleſie pitt ; Rov. 9. ſhall in ſome meaſure be diſpeld , and the 
Beames ot Truth and ipirituall light , ſhall breake and ſhine out, as 
is plaine in the 10.14,and 16.Chaprers ; for then the Bcoke of Life 
the Holy Scripture is opened,which in former ages layaltogether hid, 
and in a manner ſhnrt up in obſcurity & darknefle,as appeares plainly 
out of the 11.Chapr. Therefore ler us not wender,nor think irftrange 

' that the eyes of ſpirituall underſtanding, (which is ro know,ſee & int= | 
brace the naked Trumhs of God, ) is opened of ſo few of the grear and : 
famous men, in the eye ofthe World, but continue ftill enemies ro the 
bare & naked Truths of God, for the Kingdome »fthe Beaſt is nor yer 
deftroyed, & the ſmoake of the bottomleſſe pitt hath ſo darkened the 
Sunne & the aire, that the ſpirituall eyes of few mens underſtandings, 
are openedto ſee & rake notice of rhe intyre Truths of God;yet hor= 
wichſtanding ler us take heede, that we be not offended & {tumble ro 
our deftraction ; Luke 20,17.18. 1 Pet. 2.8. at the naked waycs 
and cleare and pure Truth of Chrift , becauic they are but few and 

; meane. in the eſtimation of the World , that doth imbracethem 
and profeſſe them , for the Church of Smirna ,,, thongh, fhee 

were bur poore agd meane in the eye of the World , yer thee 
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was rich in Gods accolint , becauſe ſhe kept cloſe to his naked- 
wayes and Truths, Rev.2.9.whereas on the contrary proud and haugh. 
ty Laodicea,who was full of outward riches and treaſures;And wanted 
nothing that _ make her gliſter & {hine in the eyes of tl.e world, 
yet notwithſtanding 1s odious 1n the fight of God, becauie !he was /uke 
warmeand neither hot nor cold ,tor he threatensio ſpew her out of bis 
mouth; doe you your ſelie make the application; Likewiſe ler us rake 
notice of char thankſgiving. which Chritt giveso his Father : ] thanke 
thee oh Father , Lord of Heaven and Earth, becauſe thou haſt hidd- 
theſe things trom the wiſe and prudent , and haſt reyealed them to 
=_ even ſo Father , for ſo it ſeemed good in thy fight, Math;zr. 
2F: 26. | | 


Y 


Lac naked purity and Truth of the Goſpell of Chriſt,is roo homely 
a thing, tor the great learned DuCtors of the worid,ro imbrace,ftoope 
and {ubmitr anto; for Chiitt hath ſaid, rhar the profefiors of u hall be 
hated of all men,yea of their parents, kindred, and Freinds, Luke 2x. 
x6.17. Marke 13.12, andare accounted as Sheepe to :he ſlaughter, 
all rhe day, I Cor.4. whoſe condition 15 to be afflicted and perſecuted 
here by the men of the world, ohn 15.18.19. ard 16.2.;.33. Heb. 
x2.4.6.7.8. for there muſt and will be ro the end oi ri.e World en- 
miry berweene the ſeede of the woman and the {cede of the Serpenr, 
Gen.3.15. and therefore falſe Teachers and (educers , rhough rhe 
come in the name of Chriſt, and preach part of his Goſpell. Math.7. 
5, and 24.5. yet they are enemies to Chriſt , the purity of” his Truth 
and people,though they make a flowriſhing ſhow inthe fleſh, yer be- 
cauſe rhey love not the Croſle of Chrift, which alwaies goes alonge, 
and is inſeperable from ghe zealous and ſtrict protetſion of him and 
his Truth, Prov.3.11.12. Heb. 1x. Rgv.a2.19, nor will they part with 
their eaſe pleaſure and farr morſels, Eſay.65,10,11,12, nor ſr ffer pers 
ſecution with the pages of God, for the Truth of God, as Motces.did, 
Heb :11:25. Therefore they will neither 1mbrace the purity of rhe 
Trurth,nor willingly let thole that would, Gal:6:12. Yer for all thar 
though rhey will not , yer all thoſe that detire to approve their hearrs 
and (pir:ts unto God, and to gloritie him both in rhcar lives & deaths, 
mult not for{ake his Truth, or feare of perſecution, or loſing of their 
kindred,or Freinds, Gal:F:11:Math:10:33:Marke8::4::8:Luke 14: 
26: for here Chriſt himſelte ſaith, thar he thar lovetli Father or Mo- 
ther, or his owne life , or any thing elſe more then him ,-thall never 
offeſſe nor enjoy him, neither here nor hereafrer ; For he ſaith: He 
that denies him or his Truth before men , him will he denie betore his 
Father which 15 in Heaven. Therefore in regard the Golpell of 
Cirift,in the ſtrict profeſſhon of ir, is ſo meane,conteimprible and bur= 
deniome a thing 1n the blinde and darke eyes of the World , and lyes 
under rhe reproach and ignominy cf we men thereof , the prear 


Rab. 


Rabbies doe ſtumble at it, and doe not" imbrace it, 1Cor:1:119 _ 
for it is written ſaith God, I will deftiroy the wiſdome of the wiſe, and 
w3l bring to nought the vuderſtandings of the prudent, where 3s the wiſe, 
where 1s the ſcribe, where 1s the diſputey of this world : hath not God 
made fooliſh the wiſdome of this world Iſa:29.14+. © 3 3,18. Oba: verſe 
8. Thcrefore in regard the great Doctors of the world doe not ime 
brace the ways of God:the multitude ftumble at them,likewiſe, bein 
ready to ſay with, them 1s: 7, haue any of the Rulers ny the Phariſes 
beleeued on him,but this people who knoweth not the law © are accurſed. 
Even ſo lay men, in theſe daies, of the naked rruths and waies of God 
do any of the Rulers or Nobles,or do the great & learned Doctors & 
famons Divines :; imbrace and praCticetheſe ſtrict and rugged waies, 
bu: onely a companie of Brownsſts, who are the baſe and obſcare fel- 
lowes of the world, and a companie of fooliſh ſinguler people, con- 
temning and cenſuring all beſides rhemſelues, as though none ſhould 
be ſaved bur they onely + $LÞ 

To you : Oh yee ſpirituall blind people, whoſe ynderftandings are 
darkned with the ſmoake of the borromleſſe pitr, and whoſe braines 
are intoxicated and drunke with the glittering and gilded Cup of ſpi- 
rituall fornication & abhominarion, ofthe ſcarlet wbore Reuel-19. 

To you] anſwere, and know you that the way to heaven 1s narrow - 
and ſtraite, and Chriſts fold and flocke, buta imall & little company 
in compariſon of the world, Math: 7-14,Luke 13.24+ Alſo know thar 
God hath not called many wiſe men after the fleſh, nor many migh= 
ty,nor many noble , bur God hath choſen the foolith things of this 
world,to contound the wiſe , and God hath choſen the weake things 
of this World , to confound rhe things that are mighty and the baſe 
things of the World , and things which are deſpiſed , hath God cho- 


| ſen, yea and things which are not, to bring ronaught things thar are; 


And he himſelfe gives the reaſon of it , that no fleſh ſhould glory in hy 
preſenee,1 Cor.1.26.27.28. 29. And lames tells us , that God hath 


cholen the poore of this World, richin faith, and heires of the King 


dome, which be hath promiſed to them thar love him, James 2 F. 
And what though the Rabbies and great Doctors be learned , yer 
it is bur Earthly and humane learning, which Paul had before his cone 
verſion , for he was a Phariſe brought up at the feere of Gamaliel,a 
great learned Doctor of the Law had in repuration among all the 
people: Aﬀs 5.34,and 22.3. But yer wien he came tothe true ſpiri- 
ruall knowledge of true (piriruall learning indeed , which istaught to 
all Chriſts Schollers,lefſe or more, that are brought up in his Schoole, 


' he renounced his humaneSchollerſhip, and accounted it no better then 


dung or dirt,Phsl:3.5.7 8. 

Bur beſides him, we read of none of the Apoſtles, rhar were learned 
in that learniog, which the blinde world accounts learning and Schol- 

© GEM lerſtip 


terſhip , for they were all or moſt of them p5ore men,broughr up in 
| obſcure and baſecallings many of zhem being no better then poore 
Filhermen; yet when Chriſt called them, he indued them with ſpiri= 
ruall learning, which is the rrue learning indeed ; As 2. I. &c, 
And thole in rhe new Teſtament, that are commended for their lear= 
ning, it was becauſe they were filled with the gifrsof rhe Spirit, and 
were mighty in the Scriptures, lohn 9.38.39. As 18.24. I Cor.I2.3« 
7.8.10. and r4. gy 
By all which places of Scripture we ſee , that the learning which 
« made the Apoſtles famous,was not human learning, (for none of them 
had it bur Paul , ard he reneunced ir,) bur it was heayenly learning, 
which came from God , being the gift of his Holy Spirit. And for all 
the reſt of rhoſe which they ordained ( by.the powe! and Authority 
which they had from Chriſt) ro officiat in rhe Churches, and ro admi=- 
niſter the ſacred and holy things of God, to his choſen and ſanctifyed 
ones,( for none bur them have true right ro Chriſts ordinances, ) 1t was 
ſpiricuall knowledge , divine learning , and inſight into the Scripture : 
which are the gifts of the ſpirit of God, as is before proved ; which 
made rhem firt for thoſe Offices , thar they were choſen ro by the 
Church , and ordained by the Apoſtles, for they were not to be No- 
vices in the Mylteries ax wayes of God , bur ſound in the Faith, and 
allo of a holy and Godly life and converſarion,which rhe Apoſtle calls 
a good report, and to have the reſt of thoſe qualifications , which he 
layes downe in 1 Tim, 3.and 5.Chapters, and Titus L. And whoſoever 
have not theſe qualifications, are nor fitr ( according to the Apoſtles 
command there-) to beare Office inthe true Gburch , which is the 
ſpiriruall'$70z, Citty, & Houſe of God ; Pſal.87.2. 3. and 132.13.16, 
Eſay.3;.20.21.and 52.1. Heb.12.22. Rev,20.9, and 12.2. 
Now,that Heavealy learning,and gifrs of the ſpirit, which the Lord 
under the time of rhe Goſpell, doth beſtow upon his choſen and holy 
ones, d1th fulfill the Propheſies of the Prophets in old rime, who Pro- 
phelied of the ſame things, Eſay. 44. 3.4, and 54-13; 1er.Z1; 1oel 2.28; 
J1aying 1 And it thall come to pafle afterward,thar ] will poure ont my 
ſpirit upon all fle{b, and your ſonnes and your daughrers hall prophe= 
fie, your old men {hall dreame dreames, and your young men ſhall ſee 
Ovary and allo upon the hand=maide in thoſe dayes will I poure our 
my ſpirit. JED 
Oh 1 the fim licity, ſweeteneſſe and pleaſzntneſſe of the wayes of 
, God,ifwe had bat inlighrened (piriruall underftandings,ro ſee, behold 
and looke into them, which if we had, rhey wonld raviſh our ſoules, . 
rejovce our ſpirits, and fill our hearrs full of gladnefle ; Bur they are 
ſealed and will be hid trom us, till che [ord :n his rich mercy ng, 
Kindneſle,be vleaſed ro anoynt our eves witli (pirituall Eye-ſalve, an 
take away theſe Foggie Miſts of darknetfle & {cales of \ apa: fee 
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© hang upott our undet{tandings;r Cor.2, Oh! that the Lord would be- 
pl-ated to aeale fo gratiouſly with us , thar we might be fooles K 
 Idiors emprie & vile in our own eyes,that fo we might nakedly Iye ar: 
the foo: ftoole of Leſus Chriſt , and ſecke for wiledome & (piricuall un=- 
derftanding,from him,&- him aione, according as it is our duty & the 
the com:nand of wiſedome ; Prov. 1.4.8, and 9.Chapters, Bur alas, 
alas, we have haughty hearrs & proud ſpirics of our owne, and ſeeke 
to be ſomething in ourſelyes, and doe notlabour to be weaned from « 
all rhings,in our ſelves,as is our duty , tor we ſhould nakedly goe our 
| __ - ofour Fives, and this we ſhall know to be rrue 1f ever the Lord come 
traely and chroughly to inſtruct and reach us in his ſpirituall, heavenly 
wiſedome; Ir is the greife of my ſoule,to ſee people rake ſach paines, 
for that which will not profitt; And to lay out their ſilver for that vobich 
% not vvortb the buying;Eſay.55.2. Beeing very zealous in protefling' < 
the ſeeming way of God , and yer are full of. ignorance & blindnefle, | 
in the true wayes of God , wanting char true ſpirituall ſanctifyed 
knowledge;and cleare infighr into the Scriprure , which is raught by 
the (ſpirit of God, thar being true of rhem , which is ſaid in Eſay.59. 
That they grope for the »wall like blinde men ; yea and prope as if they 
had no eyes, ſtumbling at nooxe=-day, as in the night, being in deſolare 
places,as dead men , not knewing thar a deceived heart hath turned 
them afide ; being nor able to lay , that there is a lye in their righr 
hand, as the Prophet inanorher place ſpeakes : Bur unto all ſuch in 
the words of the ſpirit of God, I ſay,behold all you thar kindle a fire, «0 
that compaſſe-your ſelves abour with ſparkes , walke in the lighr of 
your fire , and in the ſparkes that you have kindled ; Bar ſaith God, 
this ſhall you-have of my hands ; Ye ſhall lye downe in ſorrow, Eſay: 
$010. | 
Becauſe thar ir is a ſhame even in the eyes of the World, for a man 
tO be of no Religion ; Therfore people rake upon them the outward 
forme of Keligion,vur are deſtirnce of the inward power of godlineſle, 
going on in a iormall way of Religion, with mnddy,carthie, and nn«- 
anCtified affections, rt doe nor ſtrive, ſtuddy & labour;as they oughr 
to get 1award principles, & rrue grounds in their owne ſonles, that fo 
T rhey may be built apon thar ſure & unmooveable foundation,rthat ne=- 
ver can be inaxen; Bur build upon ſand, hay and ſtubble; as the Apoltle 
f ſpeakes; Aid thertore thac building will come ro ruine,when ftormes: 
1 & Tempeits Jorh ariſe,as roo rrue experience, hath, doth & Will ma- 
Aga nifeſt & declaye,ior when men are not ſoundly ferled inthe rrue ways: 
e they cafior potiible have that rrue-inward peace, which God hath pro- 
miſe? to his faithjull ones ; Bur their ſpitits & hearts are fall of feares 
& giſtractions, in time of 'danger and calamity, I appeale evento the: 
3 hearrs and !pirits, even of people themſelyes that are nor as yer. 
L gonyinced. and ſertled inthe right and true wayes of God, > 
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Sure I am, I amable to ſpeake ir by my ſelfe z and doe fpeake iti 
the preſence of my God,-who knowes my heart, and rrieth my reines, 
Rev:2.23. thatI have found it rrue, by former experience ; for the 
-Spirit of God ſaith, there 35 no peace to the vvicked, Eſay:48-22, and 57. 
"2T. Now, while a mans out of the true wayesgf God, end is inthe 
by-wayes of linne and wickedneſſe, he cannot truely according to the” 
revealed will of God, be tearmed any otherwiſe,then a wicked man; 
Though notwirhſtanding bis ſoule may be pretious tro God ; But we 
are not tojudge according to the ſecret will, bur only ro judy e accor= . 
him #4 ding rothe revealed will of God,for ſecret and hidden things belong 
1 (91.1 83 = — » bur reyealed things ro us and ro ourchildren, as Moſes 
3 aith. 

Burt all thoſe that are members of the Kingdome of Antichriſt, (as 
all that ſubmit to the Prelates and their Lawes are) are out of the true 
—_ and | wm of God, and are in the bye and crooked way of fin 
and wickednefle ; And therefore we have no grounded warrant our 
of the Scripture, the revealed will of God,ro judge or cſteeme oftbem 
any otherwiſe bur as wicked men, who in that eftate cannot be poſleſ. 
fours of that true and ſetled peace and ſpirituall comfort and joy, that 
God doth beftow vpon his faith ſeyants, \ 

Now as for the proofe of this argument, tis every branch & part of 
ir proved in the ovegorng diſcourſe; but on the contrary 1 can truelie 
ſpeakeit, that my ſoule had neyer before, thar rrue reft, quietneſſe, 
and fweere inward ſpirituallpeace : that ] have been and am Kill poſe 
ſefſour of, fince my God gaue me ftreng:h, mighr & power, to ſhake - 
of that Antichriſtian yoake, and all communion with bis lawes & ſub= 
jects. And my ſovle is filled fo full of rrue reft and -peace, rhar all my 
rorments and ſufferings, and the grearneſle and porency of my adver= 

 {aries,the chiete of which isthe Divell the prince of this world, works 
ing in and by his ſonne the Prelate of Canterbury) doth not in the leaſt: 
rerrifie or trouble mee, bur 1 am merry and cheerefull in the midft of 
the veriery of my ſufferings, for the Lord makes me ro rriumph over: 
them all, and 1 know and beleene : thar if all che Divels in hell, and 
all his Limbs vpon the earth: do bend themſelves againſt me to oyer= 
throw me,yet they ſhall never make me ſadd,for the Lord bath given 
me acheerfull and merry heart,which wholeever hath, Salomon ſaith, 
bath a continiuall Feaſt, Prov:15.15, nor make me feare or be affrayde 
of rhenn, for God is my falvation,, I will rruſt add nor be affrayde of 
them,for God is my alvatien, the Lord lehovah is my ſtrength , and 
my ſong, he alſo is become my falya:ion,E/ay.12 12: And though the: 
youths doe fainte and be weary, and the younge men utrerly fatle, yer 
they that waite upon the Lord,ſhall renew their ſtrengch , they ſhall 
mount up with wings as eagles, rhey ſhall runne and nor be weary, 
and they ſhall walke & not be taint, Eſay.40, 30.31, For the Lord is a 


ſtrength 
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|: ength rothe poore, a ſtrengrh to the needy in his diftreſſe, a refuge 
from the itorgae,a [hadow from the heate , when rhe blaſt oi the rer= 
rible one 1sAs a ftorme + Are: Wall, Eſay. 25.4. and the ſpirit 
of God ſaith: thar he will keep him in perfect peace whole minde 1s 
{t2:ted on him, . therefore in the Lord will I truſt for ever. For in ihe 
Lord Ieaoyab is everlaſting ftrengrh Eſa: 26. 3.4. and the Lord ſaith, 
h- keeps his Church and will water it eyery momenr leaſt any hurt it, 
yea ]will keep it night and day faith he. Now I am a true member of 
17, an4 cherefore haue right and ſhare ofthe benifict of rhis promile, 
and afluredly knowe rhat the Lord will ſo- keep me is I bein the 
mitt of rhe fire)rhar mine enemies ſhall-nor prevaile nor hurt mee, 6 
though all men forſake me, yer hee will rake care of me and provide 
for mc : the young lionsthall want & ſaffer hunger, but they that loue 
andicare rhe Lord, ſhall want no good thing, = 
Bu: my loving friend, am I become your enemy (becauſe in pub=-- 
| licke) I haue ſpoken the truth, ler nor your anger and diſpleaſure be 
further incenſed againſt me,when you/hage readthis rhar is here writs' 
ten; | hope you would not haue me, who haue begun inthe {pirit, ro 
be inade pertect inthe fleſh;Oh God forbid thatever I thould ſo much 
as enreraine the leaſt rhonghr of rhar, and therefore kn&w thar this is 
my ſerled reſolution, whichrthe Lord hath wroughr in my heart, And 
for this Iwill ſpend and be ſpent, and be puldin ten thouland peices 2 
before [ 'will in the leaſt deny my God, -and-his naked rrurth, or tie 
leaſt ti:tle'ef that which he hugaſelf by his holy/ſpirithath made known 
vnto-me I Cor: 2.10.tt.14- And further knowe thar'all my kindred 
- according to rhe fleſh, hath deferred and forſaken me, in-my pre- 
ſenr condition.: But if all my friends(yea and Chriſtian Brethren alſo 
in the the world,'ſhould be offended with me, for ſticking cloſe ro my, 
ood caufe, and if they ſhould- all forſake me and leaue me naked to 
* the world, yea though I tarue &.rotrt in Priſon,(as I know | ſhall nor) 
for as long as there was a peice-of breadiinthe bakers ftreer,leremiahb' 
wanred not 1n his diftrefles, and I know [eremsabsGodis my God, & 
wildo the like for':ne a5 he did'for him,it need require. Burif ] ſhould 
be like roſtarye in Priſon, yerwilI never in the leaſt, by the ftrengh & 
might of my God, f-ace ray eremies,or loue my friends:ſo much as to 
deny the leaſt of his rrurhs, for their threatnings or cruelty,or tortheir 
fauniogs, flattering, and deceiueable perſwaſions, tor I know if my* 
friends doleaue we and forſake me : yer the Lord will ſtand by mee, 
ſupport, 'and vphold-me, ip the midſt ofthe greateſt of my tryalls, 
diftrefles and atilictions, and in due rime deliver me from the mpurh 
of the Lyon, for ke did rhus with Penal, when he was ro aniwer before 
Nero, for bis life 2nd Dottrine, ar which time all forſocke him, yer the 
Lord ſtood by bi and delivered bim, 2 Tim.4 16. (7.18. And | know 
he will doe ſo for me too-, for he hath filled my ſoule fo ou of his 
| | « 1-499 
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trength, to ſtrengthen me in my greateſt rtyalls; and of his preſence 

& comftort,to comfort men my preſent po orenny. Know ] can 
le by faith in every condition, whether in hunger oFnakednefle in 
want icarcity, in priſon or in dungeon ,. or exile or in baniſkmenr. 
And in my preſenr afflicted and chained condition,I have and do poſ- 
ſefle all that my ſoule can defire : fex I haue God & Chriſt & his holy 
{pirir, and haye reft,true peace and eafe,and though I be in bonds.& 

fetrered with Irons, lockes and chaines, 'yer I am ar liberty, for.my 
heart & ſpirit 1s mightily inlarged,alſo I have full ſatisfaQtion, conten= 
rednes,yea the world & all, x.Cor: 3.22.23. & for my onward condi. 
tion, I have not a troubled thougrt abour 1t, for it doth nor in the leaſt 
moleſt me; for & can truly with Withers, in the beginning of his Motzoz 
fay; Nec babeo, Nec careo, Nec curo. 
I neither haue, nor want , nor care for, 

When I haue the leaſt, then I haue a feaſt; and J hauing thar, I 
know God will cotinue ir, and for my owne part, I neither long for, 
nor earneſtly defire:more dainties & varieties then there is art a feaſt, 
and I feaſt everyday; and therefore haue no want of good things, yea 
did bur my enemies trnely know in-how rich and plentifull a condition 
Lam in, they would bite off their fingers ends, for to heare of.my 
proſperous and happie eſtate, in the midſt of their ctuelties, for 1.haue 
tound and gor ſuch richesfince Þ came to Priſon, that I thinke the like 
15 not to be got abroad inthe world. And of all conditions vnder hea 
ven , in myjudgement (a priſon and gn afflicted condition , for the 

- truth aud cauſe of Chriſt, and the teftimonie of a good conſcience) is 
the moſt happie and rich condition : for then Gods holy ones grow in 
jgrace and Godlinefle, like tall Ceadars in Libanon, and get great & 
jag experience of Gods goodnefle, taithfulnefle and kindnefie , as I 
am able ro ſpeake it, by grounded experience. And though my Ade 
verſaries are learned in the Phariſeicall, Philofical,deceiuable learning + 
of the world At : 5.34. & 22.3, compared with Phill : 3.5.g. Coll: 2, 
and haue ftuddied and bear their braines, in their Vninerfities and elle 
where, for many yeares together, yer in one fixe moneths, in a Priſon 
and fetrered condition 2 I haue got more true ſpirituall learning and 3 
and knowledge, in the miſteries of Gedlinefſe, then isamongft them / | 
all;cherefore when they ſent me ro Priſon, they did more for me,rhen 
if they had given me ten thouſand pounds, for they baue ſent me to a« 
heaven vpon earth: for ſo J haue found ir. And ſo farr I am from being 
overcomezby their vnheard of cruelty (to ſubmitt and make. a bale re+ 
cantgtien, asthey would have me)which they haue & do ſtill exerciſe 
vpon me, ina high degree, tharL am ten 11mes ſtronger rhen I was 
at the firſt, and the nexr act of cruelty that rhey ſhall inflict ypon me, 
| will make me twenty timesasftrong as I am, and the next act oi cru 
elry aſter that , will make mee-as ynmouable as Menne Sjong Wiich 
Cane 
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cannot be moved, but abideth for ever Pſal:125.r.Piro:10.30. And as 

.the hatred & diſpeaſur of my friends(which is the greater tryall of the 
two)which | haue incurred trom them by reaſon of my judgment and 
Conſcience, I will carrie my ſelfe by the help & aſſiſtance ofmy God, 
like an innocent & harmeleſfſe lamb of Chriſtz yet will I never in the 
leatt,either for their love or diſpleaſure, forſake or renounce the leaſt 
Truth,thatthe Lord in great mercy hath manifeſted and made known 
unto me;{ince I came topriſon. For before ] was nor only a Novice, 
bur a very Idior in the right wayes of God, having muddy affections, 
bur wanted inward principles, having fiery zeale , but ir was withour 
grounded ſpirituall ne 147-4 Bur now the Lord hath made knowne 

To me, by his ſpirit, the way wherein to ſerve and worſhip him 3 And 
he hath made me by his power and ſtrength as unmoveable as an Iron _ 
Pillar,or.a Brazen Wall ; And: if they doe not in matters of Religion 
returne unto, me, , ] ſhall I hope fullfill rharcommand of God given 
unto leremy in the 15,Chapt:19. thar I ſhall nor in the leaſt returne 

nnto any of them , though be eyer accounted by them as an allien 
and (tranger to them, - 

Againe.I deſire to lett you know,thar upon the pillary I challenged 
all the Bithopps in England ro diſpute with them, upon this propoli- 
tion,to prove the Popes power and authority from the Devill,and thar 
their power,auchority, and juriſdiction andcalling,in which they ſtand 
at this day,is fromthe Pope, and ſo originally from the Deyill as well 
as his. $4 

Bur theſe Epiſcopall Rabbies , who are Cheife members of the 
Kingdomeof Darkneſfſe , had no other Argument ro convince me 
with, then ro put a Gagg in my mouth, leaft I ſhould have ſhaken the 
fonndarion ot their Antichriſtian Kingdome; publickly ar the Pillary, 
and leaft the people (forſooth) ſhould be infected with'my ſpeeches, 
which in their account and eftimarion , are no better then ſcandalous, 
factious, and ſeditious;when as indeed they were rhe words of nothing 
bur the naked Truths of God , and did nor in the leaſt meddle with 
the perſons of.any,or with any temporall ſtare matters, with which [ 
have nothing to doe and ſay unto ; And therefore rhey could neither 
be faftious, nor, ſeditious, unleſſe the Booke of God be faction and ſe= 
dirion, which were blaſphemy once to thinke ; Byr indeed with the 

 Prelatesevery thing that is ſaid or written againſt their {pirituall Ba. 
bilonian wicked Kingdome,is counted faction and (edition ; for in- 
deed they have no Other argumentrs, to maintaine their rortering and 
lagguiſhing Kingdome,bur Clubb Law, rhar 1s to ſay,ryranny,blood= 
thirſtinefle and cruelty ; Butrake that Argument and Weapon away, 
and then a Child will difarme them, and beare them, andtake away 
their Weapons from them ; And rhen ro ruine and deſtruction will: 
their decaying Ringdome come, hr" the Weapons that | exhor= 
. | < » « . k.! ; ; pO 2 ted 


26 | 
red and periwaded the people of God, to draw out againft thePree - 
lates,choſe Spirituall Adverſaries of rhe Kingdome of the Lord Jews... 
Coriſt,was not any temporall (word or Weapon, but only the two ed- 
ged [word of Gods Word, ſpoken off Hebrews 4 12. And they are 
more deſcribed in tae lixrh of the Epheſ, Alſorne nexrday after my - 
ſufferings, by Mr.ingram the Warden of the Fleete, I ſent this Chal- 
leng in particular to the Bilhop of Canterbury, and earneſtly intreated - 
him, ro deliver it to himſelfe , that I'would diſpute with bim before - 
all r1e Nobles and Peeres of this Kingdome,; Andif 1 were nor able - 

. toprove that his Calling and power is from the Devill, I would be wil. 

ling ro loſe my bead. Bur I pray you,take novice of his greac learned 

Arguments,wluch he uled ro confure me, and defend himſelte; which 
were theſe: _ | 

_ Ler him be lockr upcloſe priſoner, in rhe baſeſtplace in the- Wards 

a of the Fleete; for ſo runne the words ofthe Order; and let none come | 
at him, leaſt he ſhould infect any of rhe people with his errours, and 
" be a meanesto bring ruine and deſtruction upon his ſpiritual King= 

ON]: ::- | | | 

Oh! Scholaſticall Argyments indeed ; Alas! poore man, are your 
eyes ſo ſore, that they cannor endure to looke upon the Sunne , or 
your back (ogawled, that you cannot endure ro be rouched,; it ſeemes 
they are , orelle you would never have been affrayde ro have mer a 
youngeman inthe open feild,ro have tryed our the goodnefle of your 
cauſe , who deſires no other Weapons againft you bar the Bible,the 
Word of Life,and infalliblejudge w all Conrroverhies,and rhe Liber- 
ty of my Tongue,to ſpeake freely withour any oh ing\-And yer you 
are affrayde,and dare not meere mein a publicke diſpute 3* As poore, : 
weake and feeble men, ler me ſpeake inthe words ofthe ſpirit of God & 
unto you, ler: 12. it you have runne with Foore-men;and rhey wearied 7 
you,then how can you contend with Horſes ; And-:if in the Land of 
peace,wherein you rruſt , they have wearied you; how will you then 2 
doe in the (wellings of J ardan; [har is to ſay, it you be affrayde of me I 
a younge beginner inthe wayes of God; Or if you dare nor venture 
1m the Land of peace, where you have the Temporall power and ſword 
at command,to incounter with me a ftripling, that never ſtudied Phi. 
loſo hy, Logick, Rherorick, nor euer was art any Yniverfiry,to learne 
any Latrin,Greeke,or Hebrew» How will you doe inthe ſwelling of * 
lordan , when your temporall power ſhall be rakea away from you, 'J 
and ftrange men of grear parrs fall upon you, and make open ſpiriruall 4 
warre againſt you. Surely ,you will never be.able ro ftand , for already 
your Pillars that hold up your Kingdome, are growne ſo rotten, that 
they cannor endare to be rougaly bandled or touched; And rherefore 
wirhout doubr ere long your building muſt needs fall , and therefore 
looke to your heads, and rake notice, that] have given you Wages 
© 
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"of "it+, leaft you repent when it is. to late. EEE 

" Againe, upon Thurſday,the 17. or 18.0t Maylaſt, I was had be- 

fore Sir lebn Bancks,and Mr.Littleton, the Kings Attourney and So- 
liciter Generall,' to be examined what ] ſaid ar the Pillory , betore 
whom [ expreſſed my minde ſo freely, that they were willing and de- 
firous that ] ſhould hold my peace , and laboured with me by fleſhly 

Arguments,as Peter did with Chriſt, ro ſave my lelte. 

Bur before them I made this challenge, and deſired them to tell ir 
to the Biſhops , that 1 would diſpute with them all before my Dread 
Soveraigne, (whoſe faithfnll,loyall,and humble ſubject Lam )ro prove 

their calling ſo farre from being of God., (as they affirme ir 15) that ir 
1s from the Devill;And if I were not ableto prove it,(or if I'delivered 
_ anything inthe preofe of-it,that deſerved death,) 1 would not refuſe 
to dye,or if ] held any errours, if they could by the Authority of the 
_ Scripture,confute me,T would publickly recant them, Burtherr Argt= 
' mEtrs & replicario to this my challeng, was: Lay bim faſt in Ir0 chains, 
Armes, aud Leggs, coupled ir cps : Andlet him lye in thens night / 
and day ; Andier neither gold nor money,nor bookes,nor writings, 
"nor any other thing be brought unto him , from his freinds ; And ler 
"none come to him,to ſpeake with him 5 Andif any come toaſke for 
"bim, rake notice of their name and place of habitation , thar ſo we 
' may overcome him wirh crueltie and Tyrannie,and make him ſubmir, 
for if we doe it not by theſe meanes , he will hardly be brought unto 
It; And therefore Warden of the Fleete looke to ir,baye a ſpectall care 
of him , that none come to have any talke with him,or give him any 
thing, that fo we may by Tenagig Cenolele and Torments,overcome 
him,for he leads away a multitude of people , and cauſesrthem to fol- 
low him;And he is ef ſuchalofty high ſpirit, thar if he goe on in the 
way,he will ſpoyle cur tottering Kingdome;And therefore putto your 
beſt aſſiſtance, ro ſee if by any meanes you can overcome him, to get 
him ro ſubmir. This was the effect of their ſpeech. 

Oh! Brave Epiſcopall Arguments indeed. Bur ] pray you,did eyer 
Criſt or his Apoſtles,or any of his Servants, uſe any ſuch Arguments, 
ro overcome or convince thoſe that were oppoſite tothem injudge= 
ment? Noverily ; forin the whole New Teſtament, we doe got read 
thar any of Chritts feryants,for ſpiritvall things , uſed any ſuch Wea- 
pons,or Clubb Arguments. as theſezfor they uſed nothing bur ſpirituall 
Weapons,to overcome ther enemies ; And with the ſharpe rwo edged 
{word of Gods Word ;Heb-4.12.Rev:19.15;they fought agaitiſt their 
Adverſaries, by this and by this alone, they did overcome them ; And 
Peter with this one Weapon did ftrike-dow'ne three thouſand cf them 
at a blow , and made them yeeld ſubjection ro the Kingdome of 
Chriſt; Aﬀs 2. And we never reade of any temporall Weapon 
that they made uſe of ro delend themſelves againſt their Oppolites; | 
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. For, faich Pau! , the Weapons of our warfar are not carnall,but mighty 
through God to the pulling downe of ſtrong holds,and caſting downe 1ma- 
ginations; and every high thing that exalteth it ſelfe againſt the know- 
d:age of God, © bringing into captivity every thought mto the obedience 
of Chriſt;2 Cor.10.4.5. 


Theſe be the Weapons , and theſe/alone of the ſervants of God ;. 


Bur on the contrary \, the ſervants of the Devill, their Weapons are 

'Tyrannie,crueltic,and ſhedding of blood, Rev.y.and 11.7.8:and 13. 
 7-15.16.17. where the Holy Ghoſt ſaith , that the Beaſt (the cheite 
members of whom the Prelates are) ſhould make warre with the 
Saints, & thould overcome them; & cauſe them as many ab would rot 
worlhip the Image of the Beaſt,ſhould be killed;and that none mighr 
buy or ſell, ſaye he that had the marke of the Beaſt, or the number of 
his name;And whether the Prelates doe notin-every thing make good 

this portion of Scripture (for I know ſome thar are excommunicated 
 byrhem, and thar they muſt neither buy nor ſell, nor eate nor drinke 


with any man)ler their conſtant cruel unheard obblood-thirſtie practi- 
ſes,declare,witnefle & manifeſt;and therfore,Oh you Prelars,you doe 


puigly ſhew whoſe ſonnes & ſervantsyou are ; namely, the ſonnes & 
ervants of the Devill himſelfe,as Chrift himſelf doth prove & declare 
who hath given a lively & true deſcription of the childred & lervans 
of the Devill , ſaying unto the lewes, who ſonghrto kill him, (as the 
the Prelarts doe his faithfull people & ſervants, )who boaſted thar they 
were Abrahams ſonnes & Children ; But, ſaith he,if you were the Chil- 
dren of Abraham , you ronuld do the workes of Abraham, but yee are of 
your father the Dinell, and the luſts of your father-yee will doe. Hee was 
a murtherer from the beginning & abode not in the truth, becauſe there 
35 no truthin him , when he ſpeaketh a lie he ſpeaketh of his owne ,. for 
he 1s a lyar and the father of zt; Iohn 8.39.40. 

Here/Ob you Prelates) Chriſt doth ſhow how his-people & ſervants 
may aſſuredly know you to be ſons-& ſeryantsof the devill; for he de- 
ſcribes & ſets you forth by two markes; firit,the Devill is a murderer, 
{o are you;rhei fore you are his ſonns, & he is your father,for haye you 
nor raken away the livesof Gods faithfull people & ſervants. Witneſſe 
thoſe that went to Tiburne by your procurment'& meanes,in Q,ueene 
Elizabetbs time , who were neither Traitours nor Rebels, bur faithfull 
ſubjects,& lervantsto her Majeſtiegbur only they were oppoſit to your 
Anticiriftian & Babilonian Ringdo me,and therfore you cauſed the m 
to be mucdred;and more you would-hayemurdred,bnrt her clemencie 
& mercy was ſuch, that the would not to the full ſariſfy your blood- 
thirltie murdering defire. Alſe have you nor kept others in priſon, till 
you have undone them in their outward eſtats,& means, that you have 
made them to pine away with hunger & want; which the Holy Gheft 
ſairh,is a tormenr worſe then to be putto death by the ſword; Lamene. 

4 9.And 


And ſome haye loſt their lives by your meanes in priſon;And alſo have 

Bu not ye,even ye,ſhed the blood of thoſe three worrhies ot rhe Lord on=- 
ly tor ſpirituallchings, who were neither Traironrs nor Rebels, (but 

faithfuller {ubjeCts then your ſelvs,as they have proved in rheir crotle= 

bill axainh you) and did write nor teach,neither treaſon, ſedition, nor 

rebellion , but only oppoſed rhemſelves againſt your ungodly wicked 
Kingdome;The memory of.that unpareleld act of cruelrie,s yet freſh 

both in your eyes & eares , the like whereof in any Chriſtian ſtate, 

where the goſpel hath been profeſſed, was never heard ot in oy world; 

L know others have had roo deepe a hand in, being your afliſtanrs , apd 

have condeſcended too mnch to your wicked defires;Bur with them L 

: will not, nor doe not inthe leaſt meddle. , nor have nothing ro ſay to 
' rhem,bur pray , and defire God ro open their eyes,and to give them 
| true repeErance tor their (in,if it be his will & plealure,& ſo I leave the. 

Burt you & you only have been the originall fountaine & true cauſe 
of all the righreous blood rhar hath been ſhed in this land or Kingdom, 
for matters of Religion & conſcience,eyer lince the dayes of your firſt 
predeceflour, Auſtin the Monke , (even unto this preſent houre,) who 
came from the bloody Citty of Rome, Rev.17. with Antichriſts Au- 
rhoritie & Law,the foundation of his & your Kingdome. with excee- 
ding much blood, as we reade in Francs Godwins Cattalogue of Biſh= 
= , from. the z7, page tothe 48. And ir hath beene by you & your 

orefathers maintained & upheld by Tyrannie & blood, ever fince to 
This yery time, asI will juſtifte ir & maintaine ir before your faces, age 
after age,even unto this very day. 

And the foreſaid Author in that Booke , who was a Biſhop, & one of 
your. owne Creatures , for his booke of Meerters dothin part prove 
1t;and therefore know aſſuredly,that the Lord will require the rtghte= 
ous blood of all his Saints & ſervants at your hands, whieh you & your 
murdering Predeceſſours, have ſpilt in abundant manner. 

_ Andromethar am bur a poore,weake & young ftripling ,. little a= 
1 bove 20.yeares of age, whoyou haye caſt into "rilon. ſors thing 1] was 
not gmltie.off,as I declared before the faces of the Cheif of you;& yet 
: you have condemned me upon two falle oaths, in which rhe parrtie,as 
I am able to prove, hath ſworne flatly againſt himſelfe ; for in his firſt 
Oath he ſweareth,that I's Mr, Wharton had printed Door Baſt wicks 
Bookes together ;and then in his ſecond Oath he ſwore,that I d1d them 
alone; And upon theſe grounds you have exerciſed upon me ſuch un= 
heard of acts of crueltie,that the like wherof Paul himſelſe among all 
thoſe tyrants & ſtrange Beaſts, Heathens & Pagans,with whom he had 
ro deale,had never exerciſed & inflicted upon him,though he was the 

reareſt ſuffterer,2 Cor.11. that ever] read off - butonly Chrift, who. 

or the ſake & the falyarion of his elect, underwent the wrath of God: 
him(elfe,which no abſtraſted Creature was able to ſtand under, 
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Bur firſt, in'all Pal; ſufferings, I never reade that ever his mouth 
was Sapgd,but you have gapgd me, for ___ neither lyes,faCtion, 
nor {edition, but only the naked Truth;(the ſpace of an houre & haltfe) 
whereasif I had uttered any errours,or untruths , you eng (as you 
ſay you are) fpiriruall Fathers, you ought there publjckly to have cons 
fared me,inthe preſence of the people,you cannor fay-bur you heard 
of ir, for two of the Cheife of you were inthe Starr-Chamiber at that 
time,being hard by where I ſtoode. | h : 

Againe , the Heathens and Pagans would not'condemine Paul , as 
you may reade A#s-25. till hisaccuſers were brought face to face, ro 
juſtifie & prove their accuſation ; bur you have cauſed me to be cone 
demned, and my accuſers were never brought face to face, ro Juſtifie 
any thing againſt me. ag | 
And you Wiliam Laud;Prelate of Canterburie, for ſo I call yon,anfl 
will not in the leaft revile your perſon , by calling you-ont of your 
vame ; You,I ſay,know very well , that in the making of my defence 
before the honouzable Lords, to your face did filence'youtn the pres 
ſence of the open Court , that you had not one wordto fey unto me, 
bur ſate downe as it ſeemed to me,in a gear thaffe' & rage , your face 
being as redd as the face of him, whoſe countenance did declare, your 
heart thirſted after my blood, and part of it you haye gort , bur you 
are never the better for it ,* nor 1 nothing the worſe forleaving of it, 
bur much the berrer. ;*for it hath beene a meanes the Lord working 
with ir, to purge my {oule from a great deale of corruption; & drofle, 
bath mightily cleared up my underſtanding , that I have gott a more 
true infight by many degrees, into rhe tre wayes of God then I had 
| before ; for I was yery ignorant of rhem before, the ſtripes purged 
- our my ignorance; for the eys of my underftanding were like the eyes 
of the manin the Goſpell, who when Chriſt kad opened them, did ſee 
men walking as trees afarre off; eyen ſo,and no berrer did I, for I ſaw 
the truths of God bur Jdarkely & afarre off, in a hidderi manner ; bur 
fince that the Lord hath raken away the ſcales of ignorance & blind= 
neſle thar did bang upon my underſtanding , and hath annointed my 
eyes wirh true & Pirroal eye-ſalve, ſo thar 1 ſee yery much clearer 
into the pure waies of Ged,then I did before,for they were hidd from 
my eyes , but now the Lord himſclfe hath revealed them unto me; 
bur know ye that the Lord will one day in flawing and burning fire 
(if you repent nor, bur 1 thinke ſome of you are paſt ir, Matth:12.371. 
2.Mark:3.29.) render you arecompenice , for your blood-rhurſtie 
Trrannic wflcted upon me , his poore, FOUrpEE andweaKke ſervant; 
Bur unto him 1 commirt my ſelfe and'my cauſe , knowing that Ven 
geance 1s his , and*he will repay it one day upon your heads and 

pates. | 
Againe, 
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Apaine , Paul when be wasa priſoner inthe Cuſtody of the very 
Pagans, thar bad nothing bur the light of nature , to guide them in rhe 
wa,es of God ; yet notwithftandiug Felix the Governour gave com< 
- mandrothe Centurion,who kept Paul , that he might have liberry, 
and that he fhould forbid none of his acquaintance and Freinds ro 
come to him,and miniſter ro his wants and neceflity; As 24.23. allo 
when he was going to Rome, priſoner , /ul3us rhe Centunion.in whole 
Cuſtody he was, yer though he were but a Heathen,gave him liberty 
to goeto his freinds,co refreſh himſelfe;A#s 27 3. Yea when be was 
come. priſoner ro Rome, yer the very infidels had ſo much humanity, 
courreſy+and mercy in them , as nor r0 lock up Paul cloſe priloner,in 
2 baſe & obſcure place , ſothar none might come to him , 10 ſpeake 
with him, or bring him anything ; And yet Ter:ullus rhe OQrator ( one 
of the Prelares Brechren)had accuſed him for a peſtilent fellow,and a 
mover of. ſeditionamong all the lewes throughourthe World, and a 
ring leader ofthe Sec of the Nazarens ; Yet they ler him dwell by 
himſelfe, wich a ſouldier that keprhim,two whole yeares, in hisowne 
hired houſe, where he had libertic ro receive all that came unto him, 
As the laft Chapter. TH 
Oh1 Paul,ir was well for thee, and happie waſt thou thar thou hadft 
to dealt with Pagans,in whoſe eyes 1 am (ure thou-didk finde more fa- 
your and-mercy,then if thou waſt alive, and wert now in England in 
the like caſe, ſhould finde art the hauds of rhoſe that are Chriſtians, 
in-name- and boaſt;And ſay of themſelves, thar they ate thy ſucceflors, 
bur are indeed/&in rruch,the Diſciples of the Devill.& Antichriſt, as L 
haye already proved, for thongh all rhe Prelates in England were not 
able, haying nogrounded ca'e to make ſuch an acculation againſt me 
as Terty!lus did againſt Paul; Yer for all that have they cauſed me to 
be laid ip ferters and locks of Lron,in a cloſe roome lockr up cloſe pri- 
loner,from the ſociery of any ; Commanding that none ſhould bs 
admitted ro com ro me, r&fpeak with me,nor to bring me any thing; 
Alſo they areſo farre ſromrring me ro haye libertie ro goe and ſce 
"oy zone 10 Paul had; they will not ſo much as with a Keeper 
futfer me rowalke alictle io the priſon=Yatd , rorake alittle aire for 
my refreſhing; my health being impaired for want of aire,and ſtirring 
my ſelfe, which I cannor in the leatt doe; withour much trouble , by 
reaſon of my Irons ; And [I have beene lock: up cloſe priſoner about: 
4 Moneths,and nor ſuffered in theleaſt ro ftirr our of my lodging; bur 
when they had me forth before rhe Majeſtrare ;' Yea the Warden of 
the Fleete harhdenied me penn,inke: and/paper, only ro wtire a ſhort 
_ petitionto tae Lordsof the Counſell, (in the preſence of my Keeper) 
that )J might have bur ſo much libercie asro take alirtle aire in the 
Rarrow Yard, inthe common Jayle,for my refrething, 
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Oh! all you Chriſtian earss that heare oftheſe things,ftand amaired 
and wonder art the blood:hirity,ynparaleld crueltie and tyranny otthe 
Biihops, which they haue cauſed co be inflicted vpon me , and bad 
no grounded caule originally for to do it, but onely hearing thar I ſer 
my :ace towards $70n, as one of the Lambes of Chriſt: therefore theſe 
devouring wolvesMath.7.15.& crafrie ſubtile foxes Cant,2 15.Ezeck. 
234. haue hunted and rhirtted atter my blood , part of which they 
haue gotr and yet are not ſatisfied, bur longe to pick my carkeiſes 8 
bones. \Now we do nor read of the like cruelty inflicted'ypon any of 
the Apoltles or their followers, in all the New Teſtament, by aiy of 
thoſe (Tirants, Pagans, Infidels & Heathens)rhat perſecuted them, 
which they have cauſed to be inflicted vpon me ; whom they. are nor 
able juſtlic ro accule , ofthe breach ofthe leaſt Commandement or 
lawes, of God or the King ; though I do conteſſe with David, that 
haue ſecret finnes Pſalme 19,20. and with Paol thar 1 haue a'body of 
'linne within me Rom, 7.23.24. Yet I can ſay in the preſefice of my 
'God, and ſpeake the words of truth, thar I do deſire and labour to be 
cleanſed from them all. beeatel 
Alſo | hane challenged them to diſpure with them for my life, bee 
fore the King , roprove their Calling ro be from the Diyelt ,: and it [ 
were erronious, & it they by Gods word could'conture'me ,' 1 would 
recaunt publickly, 109017 IIS: 08 
Bur their ſurelt pley and infallible Argaments roconvince-me, was 
Clubb-Law, that 1s to fay, take him laylour, and lay him in lrons, in 
the obicureſt and baſeſt place in your priſon , and let the ſtone Walls 
and iron grates convince him, for we dare not meere him inthe plaine' 
feild,in a publick diſpure, though he be bur an unlearned youth ; And 
if it-be pothble,keepe him in darknefſe and obſcaririe;And if you can 
doe it handſomely , that the World can take no'nortice of ir ,, ſtarve 
him,for we command you toler nothing be brought unto him. 
Oh! you Satyrs, Vultars, Qwles, and Scrirch-Owles, for ſo the Ho» 
ly Ghoſt calls you, Eſay:13.twolaſt verſes. Eſay:34-14-1F. Rev: 18. 2.- 
The Roman (pirituall Srare, being thar Cage of filrhinetle, that holds 
you, who are, asthe Holy Ghott there ſpeakes, a Company of Dra» 
ons, Devils,and foule Spirits. ASH | L 
Oh.! you Night-Owles and Birds of Darknefle, and uncleanes, that 
dare not come iO ſhow your crooked faces in the brighr Sun-ſhining- 
light and cleare Cryſtall glafle of Gods ſacred and unſpotred Truth; 
It ſheweth & demonkrateth to all the World, thar you are a Compa- 
ny ofdeformed Creatures,and Sonnes ot Darkuefle,impiety ,wicked-' 
nelſe & ungodlinetſe ; Or elſe you would lay afide your Cowardly' 
Clubb-Argumen:s , and come into the face of rhe open Sunne, that 
there you may be ſeene, whether you be rotten or ſound,or whether 
you be true gold or nothing but durt & drofſe , which 1s good for _— 
thing 


a-1i17 ba: the dunghill, :or whether, your Kingdome be the King: 
dome of Chriſt, or the Kingdome of the Divell, for of neceflity ir 
mult be one ottueſe, for there is no more ſpirituall Kingdomes in the 
world bur theſe rwo. Or whether you your Elves be leryants of Chriſt, 
or the ſervants and true lubjects of the Divell. Bu: your hating of the 
rruth and blaſpheaming ot it, calling it the Refuge of Heritickes , as 
you did in your open Court, art the Cenlure of thar wortily DoCtour, 
Dottour lohn Baſtwicke. And allo 7our hating and bloody perſecuting 
oftiiem that loue it, doth vndenyably declare and maniiett what you 
are,and of whom your Kingdom dorh depend. For Chritt ſaith ever 
one that doth evill hates the lighr,netther comerh ro the lighr, leaſt his _ 
deedes thould be reproved bn y.20. Iruely you plainehe ſhew,thar. 
you are men of darkneſſe, and workers of wickednes and iniquitie,for 
you cannor endure the lighr,for it is too cleare & roo bright tor you, 
ro come nakedlie and openlie and ſhew your lelues before it; becaule 
ou aremenof darkaeſle and evill doers , and therefore you hate the 
ight; bur if you were men that were workers of righteoulneſſe, and 
walked inthe waiesof truth , you would no: be affraide ro be tried b 
the lighr ofir, but would defire to be brought vnro:t, Andin the fore. 
mer place Chriſt faith , he that doth truth cometh to the light, that bis 
deeds may be made manifeſt , that they are wrought 1a God ;/ and 
therefore ro conclude this poiar, I will ſay no more then Chritt ſaith, 
you may know the tree by the fruit, for 4 bad tree doth not bring forth 
good fruit, nor 4 good tree corpupt fruit Math 7.18: Luke 6.43, bur to 
goe backe againe to 1ohn 8. In the lecond place, Chriftiauh , The 
Divell abode not in the truth , becauſe there is no truth imbim , when 
be ſyeaketh a ly he ſpeakth it of bis owne * for be 15 4 lyar and the father 
of 18. Here Chriſt lhewes that the Children of the Divell abide not in 
che truth, bur haue their ſoules filled with lyes. And whether you the 
Prelates be nor ſuch, I appeale evenroyour owne writings, ſayings & 
doeings, the moſt of whoſe wriungs are ttuffed with many vatruths , 
having almoſt as many liesin them as pages, And tor the yntruths de 
livered in your Court Sermons , Worthy Dottour Baſtwicke inthe 
third part of his Letany , hath painted our in there colours, yea what 
damnable Doctrines are there raught(ſaying tome few agreeing with 
the Filthy Whore & Srrumpet of Rome , as that forenamed Doctous 
doth proue in the ſecond part of his Letany, with which he doth moſk 
truely paralel yoga, that you are in a manner both of one corruption » 
yea among all the reſt he there proues ; that you hold and maintaine 
. That monftrous and horrable Doctrine of Tranſubſtantiation, that is 
to ſay : Thar the Body ot Chritt, isreallie, corperallic , and eſſeg- 
rallie in the Sacrament of his Supper. And this alſo may be' proved 
our of the great Prelars ſpeech , made before the honorable Lords,ar 
the Cenſace of the three late worthies. Yea whole Yollumes may be 
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a thoſe demnable DoCtriris that you hold, & are not aſhamd to publiſh 
_ them to the view of the whole world(Cum Privilegio)eſpecialy in your 
late printed Bookes, By all which you proue & make good this pote 
tion of Scripture ; that you are of your father the Divell, becauſe you 
donor abide in tFe truth, butſpeake, preach, write and maintaine 
falle lies, wicked and damnable DoQtrines. 
Thus haue I by the {tregth of myGod, a litle deciphered you in a brief 
Way. But it may be, you will be hike a neſt of Waſps, which being ftir- 
red will fie about my eares, with your Scorpion ſtings, bur if you do, 
it will manifeſt you tobe part of thoſe Lecuſts(as you are indeede and 
in truth )that came out of the bettomleſie pitt Revel.9.2.3. of whom tke 
Hoy Ghoſt ſaith ; that they had railes)ike Scorproxs, and there were 
ſtings ta there trailes, and they bad power to hurt men werſe 16. Bur 
be it known vnto'you,thar I am not in the leaſt afraid of you, for I nei 
ther teare an Axe at Tower hill, nor a Stake in Smithfield , nor a. 
" Halter at Tyburne , nor Whipping at a Cartrs-arfe , nor a Pillary in 
the Pallice-yard nor Gagging , nor Cutting of eares and noſe , nor 
Burning in the forehead or cheeks, nor yer Baniſhmenrt with obs to 
Pathmos. For verilie beleeve if you ſhould ſend me thither , I {hall 
rhere inde Chrift , which by his ſpirit will vnfold the Revelation vnto 
'me, and then ] would write ir and ſend it abroad into the world, and 
it would yex you as ill, as Sampſon did the Philifttms, & proue as fatall 
ro your _—_—— , torrering, (pirituall Babiloman Antichriftian ma 
dome , as his Foxes with freebrands at their railes , were rothe 
Pailiſtims Corne. And theretore as you loue your almoſt ruinated 
Kingdome, looke to ir, and knowe that the faſter you kicke , the 
harder I will ſpurre you, & the more you fling, the cloſer will } ſticke 
& cleave faſt ynto you; for you are plants (which 1 gronndedly know) 
cae Lord never planted, & therfore vndoubtedly he wilt __ you up 
Mat.1F.13* And theretore by the might, power and ſtrengrh of 
my God, Pſal118. 14. Eſa. 12.2. who is the worker of all my works 
in mee and for mee; Eſa. 26.12. ForT am reſolved come hfe,come 
death, ſeeing you by torce & crueltic have called me toir, to ſhewe 

my ſelfe valiant for the rruth of God, ler 9.3. 

{ alreadie made rbree Challenges ro diſpute with you, but you are 
ſo Cowardlie , that you dgre.not.to come into the plaine and open 
fiel4,bur you fight with ryrant-hke weapons, namelie: with cruelrie, 
And therefore 16 {ee whether you haue #ny manhoode in you or noe, 
] make & ſend forth this fourth Challenge, ro you Biſhops & Prelares, 
which 1s this. ; ” 

Thar I will (if youpleaſe) diſpute with you all , face ro face, be- 

fore the King and State, for life and lihertie ; ypon theſe enſucing 
Propofitions, 


% 


" , 
\ 
f 4 
, : Y mY - jo —_ _ ——_ : 
_ = __— — _ ” 79 4 " yo"? vel h 
A v9 OG Ne? : 
-» 
; 4+. _ wy, \ 4 # , - - 
" _ _— Ds %* av | -as - 
Ly xr Gs Ne & 4 ; ”; n_ þ Zn 
a o ws * 3 - : v 
FY NY br” — "oy , as oY 
® =, = == , hears , ar» 7 Ay Sar l my 
= © IS p—_ a 
. CHOI bh _—_ 
Lg = o by a 4 h pt * » "0 
l q "6-4 . Ws. q K 
— 


£1 =, Wt : 


—_ TOI. 
- / 


+ 


».* F - - 
IE 


_ 
Wu *» 
# =” 
1 4 b 2 1 a " ” 9 n 
+ ; __ 
be do 
— _ _- on 


__ wu 2 
a. 
[ pony 67 


n=" 4-76 Tn 
os ain gs Fn i tow. 
- - o 


- 
o » 


»* 
FIT 
ib: 


_ 
F 
- 
£ 


Firſt, 
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Firſt, To proue that the Popes Power is from the Divell, _ 
7 Secondly , That your Calling , Power, Authoritie & Luriſdiction, 
is irom the Pope. wy 
Thirdly, That all Gods people, are Found vnder paine of eternall 
damnation , to withdraw their ſpirituall obedience and ſubjection, 
from your ſpirituall law and Kingdome. Lt 
Now vnpon theſe propoſitions will I diſpute with you all,and venter 
life for life , before the King and State, vpon theſe rearmes. + 
Firft, That you ſhall lay afide Club-Arguments,which is take him 
TJaylour , and lay him in Irons, and locke him upcloſe Priſoner, and 
keep him in ſafe cuſtodie, 


Secondly , That the Bcoke of God , which is an infallible rruth , 


{hall be the ſole ludge of the Controverhe | 7 
— Thirdly, Thar] may baue libertie , witkout being Cagged, to 
ſpeake my minde freelie and boldhe. - 


Fourthly, T hat ] may haut the vie of ſome books wv Ich I ſhall chuſe. 
And if ycu dare grit me theſe 4things,ifI be not able to proue all the 
fore ſaid Poſitions, by demonſtrable and vndeniable arguments, thar 
you Iha]] nor be able in the words of truth ro gainſay or deny the,] wil 
Le willing to Joſe my head and life , therefore take notice of whar 
have now the fourth rime ſaid and challenged you to your faces, (for 
I intend to ſend you this)that in the preſence of the King and Nobles 

ou will make it good, and therefore if you be not Cowards,fitt your. 
{clues ro come into the open pitghed field face to face, 

Alſo be it knowne vnto yoh , that 1] will at Pauls Crefſe , diſpute 
with all your Prieſts and Deacons, vpon theſe Propoſitions, = 
Firſt, That they are all of them,Servants & Miniſters of Amiichrift, 
Secondly, Thatin the place ard ſtandiug they are now in, at this 
preſent, x Al have no authority ſrom God to preach his word , nor 
adminifter any of his ſacred ordinances tothe peole, nor the people 


any ground or warrant out of the word of God , to heare the word 
from , or pertake with them, ; 1's 

Thirdly, Thar the Church of England as at this dayir ftands,is An« 
tichriſtian, both in Power, in Matter, in Miniftrie , in Forme and 

in Woſhirpps. 

Fourrhly , Thar all Gods people are bound in duty & conſcience, + 
to ſeparate away fromir, & ro have no communion with it, 

All which things , if ] be nor able ro prove againſt them all, layin 
alide(as I ſaid before')ail Club law , and letring the word of God be 
the ſole Tudge ofthe controverfie; ] will be bound to preach a Recans 
ting Sermon in every Citry in the Kirgdome, 


JOHN LILBURNE, 
FINIS. 


